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[ipiff hereabouts of Castro a mystery 

* Jar ES SALAAM, March. 16 (R). — ' the whereabouts 
¥ Cuban leader Fidel Castro were a mystery tonight 
*ter he left Addis Ababa. President Castro was expected 
day at the start of athree-dayvisit to Tanzania, the 
itsxt stop on his African tour. But officials here said 
L had postponed his arrival until tomorrow and would 
rtend his visit for another two days. They said the 

. 'sason for the postponement was that Dr. Castro was 

• . snaining in Ethiopia. But then came news that the 
uban leader had left Addis. Ababa. Informed sources 

: tid they believed Dr. Castro might have come to Moga- 
?“ Ishu. If this was correct, observers believed the Cuban 
' ader might be attempting to mediate between Ethiopia 
ad -Somalia, whose relations are strained because of 
.. - sieir intense rivalry in the Horn of Africa. 
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Arab students demonstrate 
outside the Knesset 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM, March 16 (R). — Dozens of 
Israeli Arab students demonstrated outside the Knesset 
(parliament) today in protest against connections for 
Arab guerrilla prisoners. Prisoners are complaining about 
overcrowding in jails and poor food. The students out- 
side the Knesset called for a public inquiry into prison 
conditions. Wives and relatives of Arab prisoners hand- 
ed a petition about the plight of the prisoners to a 
< representative of the International Red Cross here. 
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ng Hussein: We are the target 
• a campaign to shake our firm 
support for Palestinian rights 




' V:i< 


AN — (Agencies). — His 
ity King Hussein today 
- ed that Israel was obstm- 
peace efforts in the Mid- 
East and was bent on 
’ owing the occupied. Arab 
ories. 

dressing a Teacher’s Day 
iony, the King said Israeli 
rs were now. convinced 
' .the real danger which 
ambitions faced lay in the 
m [ rate Arab leadership whl- 
J-i inted a just peace, he said. 
> face Israel emotionally 
vith fiery words does not 
itute a danger to tt,” King 
' lwv »ln said. “The real danger 
raeli plans lies in solid, 
..Halve and responsible- Arab 
' ‘■ ii rships which can build 
cts with, world capitals 
'international centres of 
ir.” 

ais is why we are now the 
t of a hostile campaign to 
::.:-uct- our march” and make 
' -t. range our national stand, 
- r Hng said. 

ael’s policy “of expansion 
./jggresskm” w^s exposed to 
- wjrid, which realised that 
1 "was obstructing an ho- 
ible peace based on justi- 
_‘id is bent on swallowing 
7 territory/* 

King added: a( We are 
.. jig through a delicate pha- 
. our national life since the 
. latton of the kingdom. We 
also passed through num- 
decislve phases. We 
d through the phase of 
"ling the state In the twen- 
' despite colossal obstacles, 

nperlafist conspiracy alm- 

1 aborting the state as well 
. Zionist conspiracy aimed 


at broadening the scope of the 
Balfour Declaration and Zion- 
ist expansion to absorb Jordan 
after Palestine. We passed th- 
rough the experience with suc- 
cess and courage. We faced the 
Palestine war with our limited 
resources and our invincible 
will We stood fast and pro- 
tected the major portion of Pa- 
lestine and became bound to 
its canse and destiny. 

“In the late fifties we stood 
fast against the current of de- 
magogy which swept the Arab 
homeland. We carried the sil- 
ent and sincere banner of na- 
tionalism... We stood fast and 
rebuilt our army and shaped 
onr economic and political str- 
ucture and regained the initia- 
tive In our confrontation with 
expansionist aggression and yet 
maintained the intimate living 
bond 'with our brethem and 
people in the occupied land, 
carrying the banner of determi- 
nation to liberate them within 
the framework of an honoura- 
ble peaceful settlement that 
would give them the right of 
self-determination and the right 
to a free and secure future. 

“All those who visited us or 
contacted us are aware that we 
insist on total Israeli withdra- 
wal from all the occupied Arab 
territories, on the need to rea- 
Usq the right of self-determina- 
tion for the people of Palestine 
and on the need for the inde- 
pendent and competent partici- 
pation of the Palestinian people 
in ail peace efforts and confe- 
rences devoted to the solution 
of the Palestinian problem and 
to the establishment of a just 


and lasting peace. We are the- 
refore today being subjected 
more than ever before to a bos-' 
tile campaign to obstruct our 
march, paralyse our thinking 
and shake our resolved natio- 
nal stand. 

On our side we are facing 
this phase and its accompani- 
ed storms, booby-traps and mi- 
nes with our unbeatable wea- 
pon : the awareness of our pe- 
ople and their national unity 
and our insistence on our rights 
and the rights of our brothers 
and our perseverance in our 
course of action under the gui- 
dance of reason, our vision, 
postiveness and courage. I wo- 
uld like to stress at this point 
that we shall remain loyal to 
our stand on the Palestinian 
cause and the cause of a just 
peace. We shall face the plots 
and tables with our well-known 
courage and sure determina- 
tion. 

“We shall face the external 
enemy as much as we face any 
attempt to split our national 
ranks or to thwart our march 
or to weaken our moral front : 
with merciless force and a fist 
of steeL Our brethem of Pales- - 
tine will always find us on their 
side and with their right to 
freedom and the defence of the 
land and shrines.” * 

King Hussein said Jordan 
insisted on positive joint Arab 
action. 

“We are working ■ in coope- 
ration with the (confrontation) 
states and the countries sup- 
porting them towards mobilis- 
ing world support for our cau- 
se. 


Palestinian groups condemn 
, arter’s recent M.E. stand 


LO. March 16 (R). — Mo- 
d unite the rival Palestin- 
juerriila groups on a plat- 
of hard-line opposition to 
* States plans for a sett- 
nt of the Middle East con- 
gathered momentum here 

legates to the Palestine 
** -j-jnal Council (PNC) said 
iu-five days of debate and 
■ing had left no doubt that 
msition of Palestinian ha- 
has been bolstered by U.S. 
dent Jimmy Carter’s recent 
meat on the Middle East. 
o press conference -last 
. in Washington, Mr. Car- 
ame out in favour of an 
li defence capability bey- 
Israel’s future recognised 
its but made no mention 
ne Palestinians - - widely 
■Tied the crux of the con- 


legates here said there had 
■ virtually unanimous con- 
ation of Mr. Carter's sta- 
nt, with hawks and doves 
ng closer together to poli- 
. stand considerably tougher 


than had been expected. 

Commando sources said the 
guerrilla organisations, under 
the umbrella of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation. (PLO) 
were planning a meeting out- 
side the conference soon to try 
and mend their differences on 
an anti-American platform. 

Observers here said the move 
towards a harder line had been 
reflected by speeches here by 
two PLO leaders on opposite 
ends of the political spectrum. 

Mr. Hani A1 Hassan, politi- 
cal advisor of PLO chief Ya- 
sser Arafat, told the assembly 
today that there must be efforts 
to "bring back the atmosphere 
of war to the area" combined 
with a hardening of Arab att- 
itudes towards Israel. 

Late last night, Mr. Faroufc 
Kaddoumi - - head of the PLO’s 
Political Department - a leftwi- 
nger in the organisation - told 
delegates that since the United 
States adopted a stubborn att- 
itude. there was no reason for 
the PLO to moderate its stand. 
. Mr. Bassam Abu Sherif of 


Dr. George Habash’s Popular 
Front for the Liberation of Pal- 
estine (PFLP) told delegates to- 
day that any settlement of the 
conflict reached under the pre- 
sent balance of power in the 
area would merely cement Am- 
erican political control and con- 
secrate the continued existence 
of Israel. 

Independent delegates said 
today they expected no major 
changes in the 11-point progra- 
mme adopted in 1974 - - partly 
as a result of what is conside- 
red an intransigent American 
attitude, partly because of the 
size of the hard-line block in 
the council. 

A vote last Sunday for the 
election of the council speaker 
indicated that the hawks can 
command up to a third of the 
vote here. 

Observers said that a policy 
statement by the pro-Moscow 
Democratic Front for the Libe- 
ration of Palestine (DFLP) read 
today indicated that the mode- 
rates and the hard-liners were 
moving closer together. 


As 1st ph ase of Indian election closes 

Both Congress , Janata optimistic 


/ DELHI, March 16 (AFP), 
be first phase of polling in 
,,a's sixth parliamentary ele- 
f is ended here this evening 
spokesmen for both the 
' ,;g Congress and the rival 
>" ta Parties making optimis- 
' o recasts on the final resu- 

*» :? xept for some clashes in 
~ ' t Bengal and Bihar, inciud- 
two deaths and attacks on 
-ng booths, polling was bri- 

- - ind generally peaceful in 

: of the 3S2 constituencies 
'lng in today’s balloting. A 
ey by the national news ag- 

• '• Samachar, indicated that 
.it 65 per cent of the 190 
on eligible voters had cast 

• ballots today, 10 per cent 
‘ a than in the last election 

' 371. 

le remaining 130 million of 
Vs 320 million electorate, 
1 constituencies, will go to 

- polls in the second phase 
. ting on Friday and ending 
■ Sunday, 

* .wo seats one in Sikkim, in 
" Himalayas, . and the other 

i Arunachal West, in the 
beast, have already been 
• by the Congress Party wh- 
candi dates were returned 
.. aposed. 

• today’s polling bullock-and 
- ! e-drawn carts 'were used . 
•arty voters to; booths in re- 


mote areas. Moslem women mi- 
ngled with Sikhs near many 
booths. Old and blind voters 
were helped to the stations by 
party workers in many crowd- 
ed districts of old Delhi where 
armed policemen kept a strict 
watch to prevent incidents. 

Reports from the countryside 
spoke of long queues and brisk 
voting at the rate of more than 
one vote a minute in many pla- 
ces. 

Two persons were stabbed 
to death in the Chatra constit- 
uency of Bihar State while a 
rash of incidents marred poll- 
ing in Calcutta. According to 
Samachar news agency there 
were isolated incidents in other 
areas in and around Calcutta. 

A spokesman for the opposi- 
tion Janata Party, meanwhile 
claimed that polling was suspe- 
nded following disturbances in 
the Piparpur village of Amethi 
constituency from where Mr. 
Sanjay Gandhi, Youth Congress 
leader and younger, son of Pri- 
me Minister Indira Gandhi was 
contesting the elections. 

The spokesman said a group 
of Mr. Gandhi’s supporters sna- 
tched ballot papers from a bo- 
oth and marked them on their 
own. Similar incidents were al- 
so reported from two other vil- 
lages of Amethi but polling was 
allowed to continue after po- 


lice restored order, he added. 

The spokesman also mainta- 
ined that from reports so far 
received the Janata Party and 
its ally, Gie break-away Con- 
gress for Democracy, were hea- 
ding for a victory with a huge 
margin, he predicted they wo- 
uld win 325 out of the 542 seats 
in the new house. 

A spokesman for the ruling. 
Congress said that his party 
was heading for a comfortable 
majority. He said the voter tu- 1 
mout today was heavy and this 
would favour the Congress. 

The Samachar news agency 
reported that polling was heavy 
and peaceful in the Ras Barreli 
constituency of Mrs. Gandhi. 
Mrs. Gandhi herself voted by 
postal ballot today as she was 
campaigning in areas of Uttar 
Pradesh where polling was due 
on Friday. 

Apart from Mrs. Gandhi and 
her son, most of the leading 
ministers in Mrs. Gandhi’s go- 
vernment also figured in today's 
election. Others whose fortunes 
were being decided included Mr. 
Jagjivan Ram, Chairman of the 
Congress for Democracy Mr. 
Morarji Desai, and Mr. George 
Fernandes, Chairman of the So- 
cialist Party, now being tried 
for alleged criminal action to 
overthrow the government 



"His Majesty King Hussein delivers his speech on the occasion of 
the Teacher’s Day at the Culture Palace Wednesday. (JNA photo). 


King Hussein, Khleifawi 
hold talks here 

AMMAN, March 16 (Agencies). — Syria’s Prime Minister Abdul 
Rahman Khleifawi had talks here today with His Majesty King 
Hussein on bilateral relations and the Middle East situation, the 
official Jordan News Agency repotted. 

The Jordanian delegation includes His Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan and Prime Minister Mudar Badran. 

Later in the evening, premiers Badran and Khleifawi presided 
over a meeting between the two parties. The discussions concen- 
trated on an assessment of integration and political coordination 
between the two countries. 

Mr. Khleifawi, who arrived earlier today, was accompanied 
to the talks by Syrian Foreign Minister Abdul Halim Khaddam. 


Spanish press urges 
murder investigation 


MADRID. March 16. (R). — The 
Spanish government, buffeted 
by riots in the Pasque country 
and Canary Isla-.is. today came 
under new pressure to look mo- 
re deeply into the murder of 
four Communist lawyers two 
months ago. 

Meanwhile, there was guar- 
ded approval from the opposi- 
tion for new rules announced 
last night for June’s general ele- 
ctions that bar officials and mi- 
litary men from standing. 

There were no new reports 
of violence from the Basque 
town of Pamplona, where a 17- 
vear-oid youth was seriously 
injured by a police rubber bul- 
let during demonstrations yes- 
terday. 

The Canary Island of Tene- 
rife, where many workers are 
unemployed due to the recess- 
ion. was also reported quiet af- 
ter rioting there last night. 

In Madrid, some Spanish ne- 
wspapers called for a deeper 
official investigation into the 
murder of the four Communist 
lawyers and a legal assistant 
here on Jan. 24. 

The Communist-led workers' 
commissions, an underground 
labour union, issued a state- 
ment challenging the police the- 
ory of a vendetia. 

"The killing is not a settle- 
ment of accounts but part of 
an extremist plot designed to 


destabilise the country and blo- 
ck the march towards democ- 
racy,” the workers commissions 
said. 

The government prohibited a 
press conference called at the 
scene of the killing by the wor- 
kers commissions last night to 
explain their views. 

The liberal newspaper El 
Pais asked how “gangsters” 
had managed to infiltrate the 
official labour union, and said : 
“Despite the official explana- 
tion, we and many others belie- 
ve that there was a conspiracy.” 

Opposition parties were ge- 
nerally satisfied with the gove- 
rnment’s electoral rules, which 
bar senior officials and military' 
men from standing for election 
and give all sides equal access 
to the state-run television and 
radio network. 

Opposition objections centred 
on the three-week period 'set 
for the election campaign, the 
voting age of 21 instead of IS 
and lack of guarantees for neu- 
tralising the political machinery 
of the National Movement, the 
only party allowed by the lace 
Gen. Franco. 

Lefrwing politicians compla- 
ined that three weeks were too 
short for the campaign and 
would benefit better-organised 
rightwing parties such as the 
Popular Alliance led by former 
Interior Minister Manuel Fraga. 


Rally of 200,000 Italians 
protest against violence 


BOLOGNA. ITALY, March 16 
(AFP). — An estimated 200,000 
demonstrators rallied in cent- 
ral Bologna today to protest 
against violent clashes here last 
week between students and po- 
lice, which left one medical st- 
udent dead. In estimating the 
size of he crowd, organizers 
said they had never before seen 
such a demonstration. 

The protest was sponsored 
by the Communist, Christian- 
Democrat, Socialist. Social De- 
mocrat and Republican Parties 
and by trades unions and muni- 
cipal and regional authorities 
on behalf of Democracy and 
against violence. 

The austere centra! square, 
Piazza Maggiore, nestled betw- 
een the communist-administe- 


red town hall and the cathe- 
dral, was crowded with tens of 
thousands of demonstrators for 
several hours before the rally 
began. 

In the forefront were thous- 
ands of workers in overalls 
who had converged on central 
Bologna from factories in ‘the 
region, taking advantage of a 
two-hours work stoppage. 

Observers agreed that the Co- 
mmunist Party had mobilized 
its troops "to take the city ba- 
ck in hand after the violence 
which it condemns”, as the lo- 
cal daily IJ Resto Delcarlino 
wrote. 

The communist mayor, Ren- 
ato Zangheri, explained it as an 
effort to show that democratic 
forces still have a large major- 
ity in the region.” 


Smith reaches temporary 
truce with R.F. dissidents 


SALISBURY, March 16 (AFP). 
— Rhodesian Premier Ian Smi- 
th appeared to have reached 
a temporary truce with disside- 
nts within his ruling Rhodesian 
Front Party (R.F.) today, while 
in London it was announced 
he wilt meet British Foreign 
Secretary David Owen in Cape 
Town next month. 

After a Rhodesian Front Exe- 
cutive Committee meeting, pa- 
rty Chairman Des Frost ann- 
ounced that an emergency na- 
tional congress of the party 
will be held to “clarify the con- 
gress’s interpretations of the 
differences of opinion that see- 
ms to exist on matters of Party 
principles.” 

A split developed in the party 
last month when 12 dissidents 


within the party parliamentary 
caucus refused to vote for the 
land tenure amendment bill, a 
first move by Mr. Smith to win 
an internal settlement with the 
country's six million Africans. 

As he left today's executive 
meeting, Mr. Smith said that 
no date had been fixed for the 
emergency congress, though in- 
formed sources said it would 
be held on mid-April. 

In a national broadcast last 
night Mr. Smith said he belie- 
ved thdt the 12 dissidents had 
a moral obligation to resign the- 
ir parliamentary seats and con- 
test by-elections. If by-eiections 
showed that the dissidents had 
the support of the majority he 
would agree to a general ele- 
ction. 


Drnze retaliation reported 


Junblatt assassinated; 
Truce may collapse 


BAAQUN, Lebanon. March 16 
(R). — Lebanese Socialist lead- 
er Kama! Junblatt was assas- 
sinated on a twisting mountain 
road today, the first major po- 
litical figure of the recent Le- 
banese civil war to meet a vio- 
lent death. 

Three gunmen in an Iraqi- 
registered sports car swerved 
in front of Mr Junblait's car 
and shot him through the head 
and chest before escaping, ac- 
cording to an official state- 
ment today. 

His death deprives both the 
Lebanese leftwing and the im- 
portant Moslem Druze commu- 
nity of their best known lead- 
er. 

There was no clue to the 
identity of Mr. Junblatt’s kil- 
lers, who also gunned down his 
driver and one of two body- 
guards while he was taking his 
normal route from his moun- 
tain fief of Mukhtara to Beirut. 

A local journalist said Mr. 
Junblatt's bodyguards fired ba- 
ck at his assassins and appa- 
rently hit at least one of them. 

The gunmen, in a brown Pon- 
liac Firebird, fled down the 
mountain road before the car 
missed a hairpin bend and ca- 
me to rest on a rock. 

Blood was splashed on the 
car, but there were no bullet 
holes. 

Local residents said the gun- 
men fled into the scrub and 
later four armed men - - it was 
not clear where the fourth man 
came from - - commandeered 
a car with its driver and escap- 
ed in it. 

The dead leader’s body was 
taken back to Mukhtara where 
he will be buried tomorrow. 

Arab peace-keeping troops, 
who had a checkpoint a few 
hundred metres from where the 
attack occurred, immediately 
began a search of the area. 

The internal security forces 
communique said the killers 
had fled toward Deir Dourit. 

Syrian troops of the Arab 
peace-keeping force redoubled 
identity checks on all roads 
leading out of the region, and 
two hours after the killing they 
stood guard over the spot with 
bazookas. 

Lebanese President Elias Sa- 
rkis called an extraordinary ca- 
binet session and urged all lea- 
ders in the country to make 
sure that the death of Mr. Jun- 
biatt did not hold up Lebanon's 
progress towards peace. 

Ex-President Camille Cham- 
oun and a Phalangist Party lea- 
der Pierre Gemayel. foes of 



Mr. Kama* Junblatt 


Mr. Junblatt during the war, 
both condemned his murder. 

Premier Selim A1 Hoss went 
on television tonight to urge 
restraint by Lebanese. He de- 
nounced the murder as a move 
intended to plunge the country 
back into conflict. 

Mr. Junblatt, who was Sepa- 
rated from his wife, left one 
son. Walid who has so far sho- 
wn no inclination to follow his 
father’s political path. 

A PLO spokesman in Cairo 
said armed Druze villagers in 
the Shouf region southeast of 
Beirut today attacked neigh- 
oburing villages in the area in 
revenge for the assassination 
Of Mr. Junblatt. 

Mr. Mahmoud Labbadi, who 
acts as spokesman for the Pa- 
lestinian National Council told 
reporters : 

“The first reaction we have 
heard was that some Druze 
villagers attacked other villa- 
ges In the Shouf." He gave 
no details but said the informa- 
tion had been conveyed to Pa- 
lestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) leader Yasser Arafat by 
telephone from Beirut. 

The assassination is widely 
seen in Beirut as an attempt 
at provocation and an effort to 
touch off new conflicts in a 
country shakily emerging from 
a bloody 19-month civil war. 

A Lebanese internal security 
forces communique said late 
today that Mr. Junblatt, his dr- 
iver and a bodyguard had died 
near the Shouf region village 
of Deir Dourit, Mr. Junblatt’s 
native region. 

Shortly after the announce- 


ment of the ambush, three peo- 
ple were killed by unknown 
assaillants firing from moving 
vehicles in western, Moslem- 
dominated Beirut. 

At the same time, several 
kidnappings were reported of 
members of the Christian com- 
munity living in the western 
.sector. 

Leftist parties, meanwhile, 
called for a general strike at 
an as yet unspecified date as 
a sign of mourning for Mr. 
Junblatt. A leftist communique 
also urged the population to 
“respect the principles of the 
great leader and not to be dra- 
wn into religious passions.” 

Once news of the killing was 
known, residents hastily retu- 
rned home and shopkeepers cl- 
osed for the day. Automobile 
traffic between east and 
west Beirut was totally cut by 
early evening. 

The rightist-controlled Voice 
of Lebanon radio announced la- 
te this afternoon that Mr. Jun- 
blatt had been the victim of 
“an odious attack” and called 
on the population to stay calm. 

His Majesty King Hussein 
today sent a cable of condo- 
lences to the Junblatt family, 
expressing his sympathy. In his 
cable the king said that he sha- 
res with the family and the 
people of Lebanon their loss of 
one of Lebanon’s faithful men. 

The U.S. State Department 
also deplored the slaying of Mr. 
Junblatt and extended its deep- 
est sympathy to his family and 
friends. 

Department spokesman Fred- 
erick Brown said the United 
States continued to deplore 
acts such as the murder of Mr. 
Junblatt and believed these 
could- not promote peace and 
stability in Lebanon. 

Mr. Arafat broke down in 
tears tonight when announcing 
the death of Mr. Junblatt. 

Mr. Arafat was overcome by 
a fit of sobbing when he ad- 
dressed a special open session 
of the Palestinian National Co- 
uncil called to pay tribute to 
Mr. Junblatt. 

Other Palestinian represent- 
atives condemned the assassin- 
ation and an official of the De- 
mocratic From for the Libera- 
tion of Palestine, said : “I ex- 
pect a new wave of violence in 
Lebanon that will be difficult 
to control." 

But Mr. Zuheir Muhsen, he- 
ad of the pro-Syrian Saiqa or- 
ganisation said he did not ex- 
pect any wide reaction to Mr. 
Junblatt's death. 


White House spokesman says : 

PLO presence at Carter’s U.N. 
reception “not significant” 


WASHINGTON, March 16 (R). 
— The White House said today 
the presence of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
at a United Nations reception 
tomorrow for President Carter 
did not mark any change in 
U.S. refusal to recognise the 
PLO. 

Inclusion of the PLO on the 
reception invitation list by UJ4. 
Secretary General Kurt Wald- 
heim prompted Israeli officials 
at the world organisation in 
New York to express displea- 
sure. 

Questions were also raised as 
to whether the United States 
was signalling a change in its 
attitude of barring recognition 
of the PLO because of its avo- 
wed policy to seek Israel’s des- 
truction. 

Presidential Press Secretary 
Jody Powell said the • White 
House had not toid Mr. Waldh- 
eim whom he could invite to the 
reception, and there was "abs- 
olutely no political significance'' ' 
in the inclusion of the PLO on 
the list. 

Mr. Carter will address per- 
manent representatives to the 
United Nations tomorrow night 
to wind up his first republic tr- 
ip outside Washington since 
becoming president on Jan. 20. 

Mr. Powell said Mr. Wald- 
heim drew up the UN. invita- 
tion list because the State De- 
partment felt it should not put 
itself in a position of telling 
him who to invite to meet Mr. 
Carter. 

The PLO was one of the ob- 
server missions at the United 
Nations invited, along with re- 
presentatives of the UN.’s 147 


member countries, to listen to 
the president in the General 
Assembly hall and then • meet 
him at the reception. 

“We attach no political sig- 
nificance to this matter," Mr. 
PoweiJ said. "There are absol- 
utely no plans (for the presid- 


ent.) to meet the PLO or any 
other observer delegation" after 
the reception. 

"There is absolutely no po- 
litical significance attached by 
this country. There is no more 
there than meets the eye, and 
there is no signal.” 


PLO official charges: 
Israel prevents Oriental 
Jews from returning home 


CAIRO, March 16. (R). — A 
leading member of the Pales- 
tinian Fateh guerrilla organisa- 
tion today accused Israel of bri- 
nging down an “iron curtain" 
to prevent oriental Jews from 
reluming to their original ho- 
mes in the Arab World. 

Abu Mazen, a member of the 
Central Committee of Fateh - - 
the biggest Palestinian comm- 
ando group -- was addressing 
the Palestine National Council 
(PNC). 

He said that 65 per cent of 
the Jews had come to Israel 
since its creation in 1948 had 
come from Arab countries. They 
included 620,000 from Morocco. 
260,000 from Iraq and 200,000 
from Yemen. 

Many of the Jews from these 
countries now wanted to leave 
Israel and return home, he said. 
"But they are now living beh- 
ind an iron curtain which pre- 
vents them from leaving the 
country,” conference sources 
quoted him as saying. 

Abu Mazen said that the PLO 


had established contacts with 
Arab governments - - including 
those of Iraq, Libya. Sudan, Tu- 
nisia, Yemen and Morocco 
to encourage the return of Je- 
ws. 

Syria, Morocco, Sudan, Ye- 
men and Iraq had agreed to la- 
unch such programmes and ab- 
out 4,000 Jews had already re- 
turned to Morocco. Other Arab 
countries, including Egypt, had 
agreed in principle but details 
were still being discussed. 

Abu Mazen added that Jews 
still living in Arab countries in- 
cluded 31,000 in Morocco, 1,000 
in Algeria, 11,000 in Tunisia, 
400 in Libya, Iraq and Yemen 
respectively, 500 in Egypt, 4,500 
in Syria and 1,800 in Lebanon. 

On Jewish migration from 
the Soviet Union, Abu Mazen 
said that about 60 per cent of 
those who obtained exit per- 
mits to go to the Jewish state 
never went there. 

He added that there were ab- 
out 300,000 Jews with Israeli 
passports in the United States. 





rage i 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY, MARCH 17, 1877 


' ’".rr ~ ‘Tass®"'.- vvra* 

•t - >" ;; 




An £ 


Arak^o^ 

pobBshed by thfe Jordan; ’ vl a is 


f-.-rj 


Mbnflgmg Editor.: . 

Jenab Tidonji • - 

Deputy Managing Editor’; 


■ . JlHHa*3 £ : ^f . J? 

: r f 

• v V Mfclnnotal Al Rayed ^ 

■ i{. ~p ." - f . 

'iff' <:\.t 


Editorial and Advertising Offices .^.^-.-.v'. •' .:* 

JORDAN 

Unimsiiy Road-pjO.Bcss fatiop AOauu^ Jririhar 1 < /-t* ? - 
TW. 67171/2/3/4 - Cables i JORXIMES ^T^ V M97(A3 Ra$ 

-....-: . -:. v - .-•.•»,; *« ;f? ' ■ j'-'.v "S/S» 

■ >v ■ .■> O .y ’■'' 


We didn’t need this! 

The assassination of Kaxnal Junblatt is a tragedy 
for his friends and foes alike. It is an unparalleled 
jab in rhe ribs of the slumbering demon of bloodlust 
whose awakening in Lebanon could at one stroke 
erase all the painstaking efforts and the sacrifice of 
so many over such a long period of time to bring the 
civil war to a halt. 

Even if the authorities in Lebanon manage to 
forestall an immediate backlash from the country’s 
one third of a million Druze, the majority of whom 
consider Kamal Junblatt their spiritual leader, a vio- 
lent reaction is unavoidable: the only question is what 
form will it take ? 

Either a resumption of the civil war or a spate 
of political assassinations is certain unless the perpe- 
trators of the crime are arrested and tried, and unless 
thorough investigations into the killing reveal con- 
clusively the non-involvement of Mr. Junblatt’s tra- 
ditional enemies. 

Mr. Junblatt is also the unchallenged leader of 
Lebanon's leftist forces. In fact, Mr. Junblatt used 
his power base as a traditional confessional leader to 
provide a protective umbrella for the country’s leftist 
parties, allowing them to survive the initial phases 
of their emergence to light in a highly hostile environ- 
ment and made it possible for them to aquire the 
status of legal parties. A leftist reaction, though less 
severe than that of the Druze, is also to be expected. 

Last but not least, the Palestinians in Lebanon 
have come to look on Mr. Junblatt as a sort of pro- 
tector and as one Lebanese politician they could trust 
His assassination at this time, which is so crucial for 
the Palestinians, is bound to have a bearing on them. 
It will occasion fears on their part that the assassin- 
ation will be followed up by an assault on them. If 
this happens, the Palestinians will necessarily be dis- 
tracted from the objective of hammering out a joint 
position on a settlement of the Middle East problem. 
The so-called “moderates” among them will no longer 
be able to afford a showdown with the “hardliners” 
in the interest of working out a formula for such. a 
settlement. The “moderates” may feel obliged to yield 
to the “hardliners” Tor the sake of unity and in the 
interest of self-preservation, which cannot but domin- 
ate all other considerations. The fact that Junblatt's 
assassination coincides with the PNC meeting in Cairo 
might not be an accident. 

One fact stands out in all this : whoever was 
responsible for the assassination was acting as an 
agent provocateur. The consequences of the assassi- 
nation are entirely calculable, so whoever is respon- 
sible is either mad or acting against the interests of 
Lebanon as a whole and against the interests of the 
Arab World at large. 

The Arabs were able to launch their drive for 
peace in the Middle East only after they had brought 
the situation in Lebanon reasonably under control. 
The perpetrators of this crime are no doubt aware 
that a new flare-up in Lebanon is bound to distract 
the Arab states from the peace drive they have 
j initiated. 

; At the risk of repeating a hackneyed phrase, the 
I only party to benefit from this incident - barring a 
personal act of vengeance - is Israel. That country has 
so far made it easier to keep the pot boiling in south 
Lebanon. Perhaps certain circles in Israel feel that the 
peace drive is making the situation really uncomfort- 
able for them. Junblatt’s assassination is the perfect 
device to ease up that pressure if it sets Lebanon on 
fire again. It would not be the first time that Israelis 
carried out assassinations in Lebanon nor the first 
time that they intervened in Lebanon to prevent the 
open wounds caused by the civil war from healing. 


ARAB PRESS COMMENTARY 


One of the Jordanian dailies 

commented in its Wednesday 
editorial on the invitation ma- 
de by British Foreign Minister, 
Dr. David Owen to European 
countries, during the debate 
which took place on the Middle 
East in the House of Commons 
to seize the available opportu- 
nity to participate in solving the 
Middle East crisis. 

AL DU5TOUR, under the hea- 
ding “'Even Britain seeks the 
facts” says that the only new 

factor in Dr. Owen's declara- 
tion on the Middle East crisis 
consisted in his expressing Bri- 
tain’s wish to get better acqua- 
inted with the facts in the area. 
It is surprising to note, the pa- 
per added, that even Britain 
which participated in the crea- 
tion of the Palestinian situation 
and has throughout its history- 
been a party to the conflict, 
now expresses the wish to be- 
come better acquainted with 
the crisis. It's as if it ignores 
the origins and causes and the 
Israeli practises and violations 
that are presently taking place 
in the Arabs' occupied territor- 
ies. It seems, the paper added, 
that the British Foreign Minis- 
ter has found it easier to just 
issue a declaration similar to 
those made by other foreign of- 
ficials, in the hope that it wo- 
uld suffice to calm and abate 
the Arabs. He forgot that tfcn 


Arabs have never forgotten the 
British role in the Palestinian 
situation during its various sta- 
ges and that tnmquiiiser spee- 
ches by themselves no longer 
have any effect on the Arabs 
what so ever. If Britain is rea- 
lly serious and intent on wip- 
ing away some of its past mis- 
deeds, it should initiate a posi- 
tive move from the European 
community to pressure Israel 
to curb and check its expan- 
sionist policy. The paper does 
add that the Britain of today 
is not that of the past. How- 
ever, its weaker international 
status does not • exonerate it 
from working in such a direc- 
tion, not to mention the Arab 
money which has been a ma- 
jor boost to its economy at var- 
ious times, the paper concluded. 

AL RA'I commenting on Tea- 
chers' Day says that the inte- 
ntion behind the country's ce- 
lebrating Teacher's Day does 
not reside in just delivering sp- 
eeches for their own sake, but 
to try to place education and 
culture within the exact frame- 
work of the development Tea- 
chers' Day is a tribute to the 
silent workers and an express- 
ion of hope that education will 
one day reach the required sta- 
ndards, that one day our books 
and schools will become ideo- 
logical factories of thinking and 
morals for the new generation. 



Marcos’ wife in Lib^a tries to 
salvage talks with Muslim 
national liberation movement 


MANILA, March 16 (AFP). 
— The fragile ceasefire in the 
Philippine south now hangs by 
a thread pending word from 
Tripoli as to whether the 
Muslim rebellion is headed for 
a settlement or renewed and 
possibly uglier war. 

Now in Tripoli is Madame 
Imelda Marcos, wife of Philip- 
pine President Ferdinand Mar- 
cos, on a mission to salvage 
the Libya-mediated negotia- 
tions which .broke up early 
this month after a promising 
initial phase. 

Whether Mis. Marcos can 
turn the tide in her talks with 
Libyan President Muammar 
Qadhafi, both godfather and 
financier of the Muslim revolt, 
is anybody's guess. 

But if she can’t, the alterna- 
tive, in the words of Mr. Mar- 
ros himself, would be "too aw- 
ful *o consider”, meaning a bi- 
gger bloodbath in Mindanao pi- 
tting Chriit’an against Muslim. 
A four year-old socket war has 
already claimed ?0,000 lives 
there. 

And yet, just over two mo- 
nths ago it seemed that peace 
was at hand when the first 
Tripoli talks produced an agre- 
ement that would set up a 
Muslim autonomous region in 
Mindanao. 


What happened? Why the 
current rash of charges and 
counter-charges when only re- 
cently the trumpets optimisti- 
cally heralded the arrival of 
Colonel Qadhafi here this April 
to sign the final peace accord? 

It appears that the agree- 
ment signed by the Philippine 
government and the More Na- 
tional Liberation Front (MNLF) 
with the Libyan strongman's 
mediation, was absurdly and 
purposely vague. 

And possibly the vaguest 
provision was that setting up 
an autonomous Muslim region 
to cover 13 Philippine provin- 
ces. 

For Mr. Marcos, an autono- 
mous Muslim region would 
have to be in step with the 
Philippine constitution which 
in the first place contains no 
provision for regional autono- 
my. What the charter does co- 
ntain is a clause pledging the 
central government to en- 
courage the setting up of lo- 
cal self-government in the pro- 
vinces. 

But this kind of local self- 
government was never meant, 
in the thinking of the men be- 
hind the constitution, to em- 
brace autonomy, not the kind 
of autonomy that the MNLF 
envisaged anyway. 


And both under Philippine 
martial law and constitution, 
it would have been unthinkable 
for the government to allow 
about five million Muslims to 
elude Manila's direct control. 

And yet on the Muslim side, 
the limited autonomy intend- 
ed by the Philippine govern- 
ment was also unacceptable as 
Mindanao was their ancestral 
home long before the Christi- 
ans came over from the centre 
and north to gobble up their 
choice lands. 

In fact, what principally ca-„ 
used the Muslim revolt was 
this land deprivation as two 
cultures and civilisations da- 
shed. The Christians claimed 
land and produced titles to 
back their claim. The Muslims, 
unable to produce titles, were 
pushed back into the hinter- 
lands. 

It is also freely admitted 
now that the central govern- 
ment in Manila abetted this 
Christian penetration and trea- 
ted the Muslims as secoijd-class 
citizens for generations. 

That the martial law regime 
of Mr. Marcos is the first to 
seriously cope with and search 
for lasting solutions to the 
Muslim problem is itself ad- 
mitted by the Islamic confe- 
rence, of which Libya is an 


Third Circle Pfmntasmic By Omar Jawa ), 


The key to 



Everybody had been waiting to find out 
what kind of position U.S. President Carter 
would take on the Arab-Israeli conflict, but 
he seems to have confounded everybody with 
his unpredictable statements. He says and 
does things that please both the Arabs and 
the Israelis. I decided to look into the matter 
a bit deeper, and I sent out a special team of 
covert operation men recently to find out the 
secret of Mr. Carter’s actions. They’ve Just 
given me their report, and I pass It along to 
my readers with the hope that it wiD help 
dear up some of the confusion that seems to 
reign in Middle East diplomacy these days. 
The following Is the transcript of a tape record- 
ing made just before Mr. Rabin visited the- 
U.S. last week. It was taped at a top-secret 
briefing session for Mr. Carter 

Professor Zip-Zap-Boom (top CIA Middle 
East analyst who works in the Write House 
under the guise of a telephone operator : Mis- 
ter President, we have all the top Midale 
East leaders coming to Washington this spring 
for highly Important talks. I think we’d better 
go over this briefing book so you know what 
to expect. 

Carter OK, Zip-Zap, I’ve gone over these 
notes but I'm very confused. Could we start 
from the beginning and go real slow? 

Professor Zip-Zap: Mr. President, I've been 
in this business for many years, and I believe 
I have finally figured out how things really 
work in the Middle East So let's put down 
the briefing book for a minute and m try to 
explain to you what I think is the key to un- 


derstanding’ what is going on over there. It’s 
not in the briefing oook because 


. would 

think we’re crazy if we wrote it down. Bat it’s 
as follows: Nothing that happens in the Middle 
East can be analysed fully without taking into 
account the Shawarma Factor. The things that 
those people do and say just do not make sense 
if they are analysed according to norma l ra - 
tional thought processes and intellectual crite- 
ria. There’s a key to the puzzle, and that key 
is the Shawarma Factor. 

Carter: What's a Shawarma? Is that one of 
those new Israeli missiles? 

Professor Zip-Zap: Oh, no, sir, itrs for more 
important than that. A Shawarma Is a sand- 
wich the Arabs and the Israelis eat at least 
three times a week, but it's also a state of 
mind, when you eat a Shawarma sandwich, die 
world becomes a much more serene place. You 
forget what your problems are, except perhaps 
for greasy fingers, and the dilemmas of this 
world fade into the background until you finish 
eating the sandwich. 

Now, what happens is that the Shawarma 
Factor is something we have devised to ex- 
plain the apparent contradictions in the Middle 
East. If you apply the criteria of the Shawarma 
Factor, the things that didn't make sense sud- 
denly start to make plenty of sense. 

Carter : Can I please have an example, pro- 
fessor? And, if possible, IH have mine without 
too much hot sauce but lots of onions. 

Professor Zip-Zap: Sorry. Mr. President, 
we can’t make you a Shawarma sandwich right 
here, but we'll ask President Sadat's advance 
men to bring a few with them. In any case, 
you can understand what I mean if you con- 
sider events in the Middle East. Look at the 
Israelis. They've been talking about peace for 
thirty years and they come over here every 
year asking for more weapons. They keep say- 
ing they want to negotiate with the Arabs, but 
fhpv refiisfl to talk to the kev nennle. the Arabs' 


t 


II 


say they must talk to; , the Palestinians, Nov 
this doesn't make sense. But it's the result <jl 
the Shawarma Fatter. It’s the ability to dos 
your eyes to the realities of this world, -Ilk 
they dose their eyes when they bite into oq , 
of those Shawarma sandwiches. p- 

And look at the Arabs. They’ve been taU , '' 1 
ing about Arab unity for hundreds of yeauV’’’ * 
but they keep fighting each other. Now they’v ' -v 
gone and arranged another fight in the West 
era Sahara. If anybody else acted lQca thfc ri . 
we’d say they were' nuts. But when the Arab n* 1 
and the Israelis do it, we accept It as norma - V'- 
The only way. It makes sense is If you take it •- 
to account the fact that both these people ai> r ' , 
according to the Shawarma Factor and th 
invisible laws of the Sha wanna Principle. / 
Carter : What’s the Shawarma Principle?. ' 

- Professor Zip-Zap: -WeU, if a a bit comple; - 
but basically the Shawarma Principle is 
philosophical framework within which tfi 
Shawarma Factor goes to work. 

Carter: You mean if s sort of like th 
bread you use to make a sandwich? 

Professor Zip-Zip: Tfcsfa right, Mr. Pies 
dent, that’s very good! 

Carter: So what does alt this really mea 
for my talks with the Middle East leaders thf ' 
spring? 

Professor Zip-Zap: Well, it simply mean 
you should keep the Shawarma Factor in t& 
back of your mind whenever they say anythin 
that sounds fenny. For example, all the Arab 
talk about the Justice of the Palestinian cans 
but the Palestinians are killing each othc . 
every week and causing trouble all overth 
place. It doesn't make sense to talk like theq 
Arabs and Israelis talk, but it makes sense t 


them because they are unconsciously applyin 
i Principle. 


the Shawarma 

Carter: Walt a minute, professor. I've gat 
great idea; If they act like this, but I act odit 
roally, we’d never get anywhere. How about : 

I start learning the Shawarma Principle also 
Professor Zip-Zap: Tm not sure you’ll fc 
able to stomach it, sir. 

Carter: Sure X wflL Look, when Premk 
Rabin gets here next week Tm going to try.: 
out on him. Fm gonna say that the Israeli - 
will have to pull out of all the occupied Ara 
territories but they can still maintain defend 
capabilities beyond their borders. We'll read 
confuse them by saying their defensible bbj 
den won’t have to necessarily- coincide wft 
their, legal borders. How’s that for the Shm 
arms Principle at work? 

Professor Zip-Zap: That’s fantastic, sir, he 
ter than anything they could come up with..: 
doesn't make any sense whatsoever, but they 1 - 
love iL The Jewish lobby and the Arab amta - 
sadors will call us up for clarifications so fai 
poor Cyrus will go crazy trying to. espial 
what you mean. 

Carter : And we won't teU Cyrus about' 
ahead of time to see how quickly he can adat 
to Shawarma Diplomacy. 

Professor. Zip-Zap: That’s really cruel, ri . 

Carter : I know, ZlplZap, but this is a tong ' 
world. Cyrus won’t go far if he Isn't thought 
ed up, and he certainly wont get anywhei 
in the Middle East unless he quickly mastei 
the complexities of Shawarma . Diplomat 
After all, if he’s going to have to explain tl 
nonsensical things that Tm going to say, tl . 
sooner he learns the better. I cant wait *- 
start. When does Rabin get here? Those Mldd 
Easterners better watch out from ' now n 
-Pve teamed their language. 


important member. 

But it so happens that the 
wounds of Mindanao cannot be 
bandaged overnight. These 
wounds were opened after 
Spain came over to colonise 
the Philippines in the 16th cen- 
tury. The Spaniards Christia- 
nised the population but never 
managed in four centuries to 
subjugate the Muslims in the 
south. 

It will take months of pain- 
ful and arduous negotiations 
before the MNLF and the Phi- 
lippine government can really 
effect a negotiation break-th- 
rough in Tripoli and elsewhere. 

What Mrs. Marcos can achi- 
eve in Tripoli is simply to da- 
mpen the fires of mistrust and 


misunderstanding and no more. 
If she can convince Colonel 
Qadhafi to resume the negotia- 
tions and soon, she will have 
accomplished her mission. 

Meanwhile, the plebiscite sc- 
heduled March 17 as a first 
Philippine government step to 
implement the Tripoli agree- 
ment for an autonomous Mus- 
lim region has been postponed 
until April 21. 

The plebiscite would have 13 
provinces, encompassing two 
Philippine regions, decide whe- 
ther to merge or not A mer- 
ger would mean only one au- 
tonomous Muslim region, a 
non-merger two. 

But a lot of confusion' has 
broken out over the scheduled. 


plebiscite. The MNLF oppcciM: '. 
the plebiscite, claims the .* 
poll agreement never provfc 
for a plebiscite and wants, 1 - . 
Marcos to establish the. at. 
nomous Muslim region by j 
sidential decree. 

Another plebiscite quest 
would aric three other prov 
ces, outside of the 13, nanfc 
Palawan, South Cotabato 
Davao Sur whether they w: „ 
to join the Muslim autoaom ■ 
region. Populations In th.- 
three provinces, too, are L 
dominantly Christian. . . ^ • 

Right now, where the H 
ppine Muslim problem is C . 
cerned. all roads lead ’to -V. 
poll. ' 7 . 


•w* 
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I.Q. tests will pick 
talented Jordanians 


...‘ e identification of potential intelligence among 
- ; *danian individuals by intelligence tests will make 
possible to use their abilities in various fields essen- 
for the implementation of vital development 
..fleets. Dr. Kilani, Director of the Department of 
1 ;!jts and Measurements at the University of Jordan 
•,/is about just such an experiment now being carried 
■ ‘ ' at his department, whereby the Stanford-Binet in- 
igence scale is being adapted to Jordanian culture. 


By Lbxa Grass 
' cial to the Jordan Times 

Stanford-Binet intelligen- 
ce is one of the most wi- 
J jsed in the West for dis- 
ing mental capacity bet- 
the ages of two and 
It is named after the 
‘ h. psychologist Binet, who 
irew it up in 1905, and 
. niversity of Stanford in 
. .nited States, where the 
nderwent a number of re- 
.s in 1916, 1937 and I960, 
revision of norms in 
• Thus came the Word Sta- 
, -'-.BineL 

Stanford-Binet tests are 
' ~ -,ed in what is called an 
bled for different age le- 
■••A child's intelligence is 
' - lined by the age level he 
tain. 

example, Dr. Kilani ex- 
; i, a child of seven is 
it of as average if he 
3 the things children of 
■e normally do, below av- 
. -or retarded if his test 
-mance corresponds to 
erformance of children- 
ur than himself. His men- 
• e is then considered to 
re r than his life or chrb- 
■ .cal age. If his test perfor- 
exceeds that of child - 
his own age, his mental 

- then considered greater 
' - is chronological age and 

referred to as bright or 
■ated. Thus, if the child 
en can do the test sp- 
ite for a child of 12, 
is mental age is consi- 
to be 12. 

: I.Q., or Intelligence Qu- 
' which came to be known 
world through the Stan- 
net test, is the ratio of 
ild’s mental age to liis 
logical age, and measu- 
hfld’s relative position in 
n age group as average, 
average, or below ave- 

EDANIAN CULTURE 

J STANFORD-BINET 

icing about the transla- 
d adaptation of the Sta- 
■inet intelligence test to 
an culture, Dr. Kilani 
The transfer of the test 
ae culture to another is 
it a matter of simple 
ion -- intelligence does 
-w In a vacuum. Its be- 
sot is affected by the 
cultural and natural en- 
ait, in which the indi- 
iives. Thus revision of 

- itent of the test is ge- 

required. 


had to deal with certain items 
on the original test, which de- 
pended too much on the know- 
ledge and use of the English 
language, as well as on mean- 
ings attached to certain words. 

These items were replaced by 
others of a similar nature and 
difficulty, which still test the 
same mental functions. 

The reformulation or replace- 
ment of items had to be done 
within the context of Jordanian 
culture, Dr. Kilani stressed. 

As to the non-verbal side of 
the test, which may require the 
child to interpret a picture by 
analysing and perceiving the 
relations among its different 
parts. Dr. Kilani said: 

‘•Whenever the visual repre- 
sentation of such a picture is 
too dependent on the concepts 
of a foreign culture the Jorda- 
nian child may lack the neces- 
sary experience for the correct 
perception of the picture. Thus, 
where a picture on the original 
Stanford-Binet test constitutes 
an item, this picture needs to 
be replaced by another with 
visual concepts familiar to the 
Jordanian child.” 

For example: The original 
version had a picture of a birth- 
day party, but the concepts of 
this party were not related to 
the experience of all Jordanian 
children, so in the Arabic ver- 
sion it was replaced by feast 
day, a theme considered to be 
familiar to the Jordanian child. 

Dr. Kilani further elaborat- 
ed that such translation and 
readaptation of content is not 
achieved without some proce- 
dural difficulty. Problems arise 
concerning the comparison of 
norms and the equivalence of 
scores in the validated original 
version and the new Arabic 
version, which still has to be 
standardised and validated ag- 
ianst the Jordanian population. 

The Jordanian version was 
tested in 1976 on 336 Jordanian 
students- between the ages of 2 
and 18. The performance of 
these students provided the 
data for measuring the level 
of difficulty and the discrimin- 
ative power of each item. So- 
me of the items have therefore 
been made more difficult or 
more easy, others have been 
left intact and others discard- 


ed or replaced by new ones. 

The new items selected after 
this first experiment were in- 
cluded for a second test on 400 
students at the end of 1976 in 
preparation for the final. 

The results of this second 
one will provide the local nor- 
ms, against which the Jordan- 
ian child la to be compared. 
Furthermore the test will take 
its final form regarding the se- 
quence and wording of the 
items. It will be supplemented 
by a manual illustrating cor- 
rect and incorrect responses to 
aid proper setting of stand- 
ards. 

Dr- Kilani emphasised that 
the process of adaptation has 
been facilitated by the fact that 
the original Stanford-Binet ver- 
sion provided standardised cri- 
teria which can be relied upon. 

Under Dr. Kilani’s supervi- 
sion, Yasmin Haddad, supervi- 
sor at the Tests and Measure- 
ments Department, and Rifa’a 
Zu*bi and Nasr AJ AJj, both 
teaching research assistants, 
worked on the adaptation of 
the test as part of their M-A. 
theses. 

IMPORTANCE OF 
ADAPTATION 

The adaptation and standar- 
disation of the Stanford-Binet 
intelligence test to Jordanian 
culture will help promote re- 
search in the fields of educa- 
tion and psychology by shed- 
ding light on the nature and 
development of intelligence 
and its role in personality for- 
mation. 

In the academic field, it will 
help identify the student's in- 
telligence level, which will fa- 
cilitate educational and voca- 
tional counselling, and conse- 
quently help achieve better ad- 
justment. It should not, how- 
ever, categorise, or stigmatise 
students. 

In the clinical and psychia- 
tric fields, it will be an impor- 
tant device for uncovering the 
patient's mental functioning. 
Presently the Egyptian version 
of the test is applied in clinics, 
but the results cannot be very 
reliable because of social and 
cultural differences between 
the two countries. 

In conclusion. Dr. Kilani said 
that a standardised mental test 
is constructed in accordance 
with definite principles. It. is.., 
quite different from the intelli- 
gence puzzles found in popular 
magazines and newspapers, or 
from amusing social games. 

The results of performance 
on a standardised test are often 
associated with the level of 
success attained in life in ge- 
neral, Dr. Kilani said. 


NATIONAL NOTES 


ft AMMAN. — The Commander of the U.S. forces in the Middle 
East, Admiral William Crowe, Wednesday afternoon arrived here 
on a short visit during which he will meet the Commander-in-Chief 
of the Jordanian Armed Forces, Gen. Zeid Ibn Shaker. 


■e are so far no tests 
- n measure intelligence 
Lion from culture or that 
tore the cultural differ- 
xlsting between one so- 
„ .jatdnd the other,” Dr. Ki- 



that assumption, the 
and Measurement De- 
lt has drawn up a Jor- 
vereion of the test. It 


ft RIYADH. — Minister of the Interior, Suleiman Arar, presently 
on a visit to Saudi Arabia, Wednesday conferred with his Saudi 
opposite number, Prince Nayef Ibn Abdul Aziz. 

ft AMMAN. — Two experts from the British Overseas Agricultural 
Anti-Pest Centre will arrive here March 24 to participate in joint 
research work underway between British and Jordanian experts 
aimed at combatting agricultural pests. 

ft AMMAN. — A1 Dustour newspaper has reported that a Cana- 
dian parliamentary delegation will arrive in Amman on March 19. 
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KING HUSSEIN . 
VISITS CULTURAL 
INSTITUTIONS 

AMMAN (JNA). — His Majesty 
King Hussein Wednesday after- 
noon paid a visit to Haya Cul- 
tural Centre where be was 
briefed by the director on the 
activities of the children and 
on future projects aimed at 
bringing up a new educated ge- 
neration. 

His Majesty then attended a 
rehearsal by the children, who 
later answered the King's ques- 
tions about their activities at 
the centre. 

His Majesty also visited the 
Royal Centre of National Arts, 
where he looked over the pro- 
grammes of the centre and ins- 
pected its different sections. 
Both centres were previously 
under the personal supervision 
of the late Queen Alya. 


Ajlouni 
back from 
labour meet 





WRITERS SOCIETY MEETS 

President of the Jordanian Writers Society Rocks Auzaizi delivers 
the o paring speech Tuesday at the society’s seminar on the writer 
in society. Information Secretary Salem Nahhas sits to his right. 
Wednesday's session dwelt on bow the radio and television net- 
works can publicise the works of the writer. Two papers on this 
subject were presented and discussed before recommendations we- 
re drawn up. The seinar will end on Saturday. (JNA photo). 


Plan submitted for 


Arab university 


AMMAN (JNAJ. — Minister of 
Labour Issam Ajlouni Wednes- 
day returned home after lead- 
ing Jordan’s delegation to the 
Arab Labour Organisation me- 
eting which took place in Ale- 
xandria over the past 10 days. 

Mr. Ajlouni said that the mi- 
nisters reviewed a number of 
subjects aimed at developing 
vocational training in Arab 
countries, in addition to mea- 
sures that should be taken for 
the safety of workers. 

A unified Aiab stand was 
also agreed upon concerning 
the suojects to be discussed at 
the International Labour Con- 
ference to lake place in Gene- 
va next June, the minister ad- 
ded. 

Jordan’s delegation to the 
Alexandria conference also in- 
cluded the under secretary at 
the Ministry of Labour and the 
director of Amman Chamber of 
Commerce. 


AMMAN (JNA). — A special 
committee has submitted to 
the Union of Arab Universities 
plans for an Arab university 
and specialised research cen- 
tres for the Arab World. 

A member of this special 
committee. Dr. Mahmoud Al 
Samrah, University of Jordan's 
Vice President for Academic 
Affairs, said that the union will 
look into postgraduate studies 
at Arab universities, and in 
particular the number of stud- 
ents. fields of study and the 
number of graduates expected 
within the coming five years. 

The project also calls for a 
study on the number of work- 
ing professors at Arab univer- 
sities and their fields of spe- 
cialisation. This will help to 
found an Arab establishment 


that could fill in shortages and 
raise the academic standard of 
courses. 

Dr. Samrah added that scho- 
larships will be provided for 
the establishment of research 
centres to study arid areas, ani- 
mal and marine wealth, deve- 
lopment of food resources, me- 
tal ores, petrol and petroche- 
micals. 

This scientific establishment 
should be backed by the Arab 
governments with not less than 
S500 million, he stated. 

This project will be discus- 
sed during the meetings of the 
board of the Union of Arab 
Universities to be held in Am- 
man in April. 


Jordan participates in 
Berfin tourist meet 


AMMAN (JNA). ■— Jordan par- 
ticipated in the 11th Berlin In- 
ternational Tourism Congress, 
which was held in West Berlin 
between March 5-13. 

Jordan’s representative at the 
conference. Mr. Mohammad 
Kurdi, tours promotion mana- 
ger at Alia, the Royal Jorda- 
nian ‘'Airline. announced on his 
return to Amman Wednesday 
that the conference debated se- 
veral topics related to the inter- 
national travel and hotel indu- 

A fro- Arab 
decisions to 
be discussed 


CAIRO (JNA). — The board of 
the Arab League will open its 
ordinary session at the foreign 
ministers level on March 26. 

The board will discuss the 
implementation of resolutions 
passed by the Afro -.Arab sum- 
mit. It will also elect 12 mi- 
nisters to represent the Arab 
League on the 24-member per- 
manent committee, which will 
be entrusted with implementa- 
tion of the plans and projects 
decided by the summit - 


stries, new tourist centres and 
camping. 

The conference also debated 
the enlightening and protection 
oF tourists, the prospects of 
tourism over the next 20 years, 
as well as air fares and their 
influence on tourism. 

Mr. Kurdi added that a fair 
took place to promote tourism. 
It supplied visitors with post- 
ers. brochures and programmes 
on tours throughout the world. 
Such literature was also excha- 
nged among European, Asian 
and African tour operators and 
agents. 

He noted that intensive con- 
tacts were conducted with re- 
presentatives of West German 
and European tourist and tra- 
vel companies with the aim of 
organising tours to Jordan and 
to destinations served by Alia. 
He said that seeveral German 
companies had expressed will- 
ingness to promote Jordan du- 
ring the coming tourist season. 


FOREIGS CVRRESCY 
EXCHANGE OFF :CE 
S A LIB A AND RIZKSHUKRI 
R1ZK 
AW. 'A N, 

KING FLISAL STREET 

P.G. Bex f~2 r j. 

Ter 39205 - 26520 - Telex- ll-.l 


Exchange Rates 


Following are the official ex- 
change rates in effect at the 
start of today's business day, 
as set by the Central Bank of 
Jordan. 

The first column is how much 
you would receive in Jorda- 
nian fils for selling a unit of 
the foreign currency, while the 
second column denotes how 
much It would cost you tobuy 
a unit of the foreign currency: 
U.K. sterling 573.0 579.0 

U.S. dollar 333.0 334.0 

German mark 139.1 139.5 

French franc 66.8 67.1 

Swiss franc 130.2 130.6 

Italian lira (for 
every 100) 37.5 37.7 

Saudi riyal 94.0 94.5 

Lebanese pound 110.0 111.0 

Syrian pound 82.1 82.4 

Iraqi dinar 950.0 957.0 

Kuwaiti dinar 1,148.0 1,152.0 

Egyptian pound 460.0 470.0 

Libyan dinar 800.0 815.0 

UAE dirham 85.0 85.5 





Princess Basma visits 
Amman social centres 


AMMAN (JNA). — Her High- 
ness Princess Basma Wednes- 
day morning visited a number 
of social centres and nurseries 
here to inspect the services 
they provide for orphans and 
children of fallen soldiers. 

The tour included the Day 
Nursery, the Al Hussein Social 
Institute, the Al Nahda Girls 
Centre and the Al Nour Institu- 
te for the Blind, all in Amman. 

The Day Nursery was esta- 
blished last year to look after 
children of working women and 
to train the necessary qualified 
personnel for private nurseries. 
It includes five halls, a play- 
ground and presently takes ca- 
re of 30 children under the age 
of four. 

The Al Hussein Social Insti- 
tute is divided into three parts: 
A nursery for 40 children ; Ma- 
barrat Princess Alia, which ca- 
ters for 30 children aged 4-6; 
and Mabarrat Princess Basma, 
where 100 young w nen leam 
to sew. 

The Al Nahda Girfs Centre 
cares for orphans and children 
of needy people. It takes 98 pe- 
ople, while the Al Nour Insti- 
tute for the Blind, established 
in 1969, takes care of 74 blind 
persons. 


JORDAN, SYRIAN 
INDUSTRIAL MEET 
CONTINUES 

AMMAN (JNA). — The Joint 
Jordanian-Syrian Committee for 
Industrial Coordination Wed- 
nesday resumed its meetings 
here to complete industrial in- 
tegration steps between the two 
countries. 

The committee agreed to co- 
ordinate the following indus- 
tries : Cement, red tiles, porce- 
lain, electric lamps, canned 
fruits and vegetables, and le- 
mon acid. 

The committee will discuss 
the remaining items on the 
agenda Thursday. 

Meanwhile, Under-Secretary 
at the Syrian Ministry of Indu- 
stry Nazeeh Raslan and mem- 
bers of the Syrian delegation 
paid a visit to a number of in- 
dustrial firms in Amman to 
study the possibility of Syria 
importing goods from them. 


Princess Basma was accom- 
panied on her visit by the di- 
rector of the Social Affairs 
Department and a number of 
officials. 

Advice for 
Jordanians 
going to Egypt: 

AMMAN (JNA). — Jordan- 
ians travelling to Egypt have 
been u shed by the Foreign 
Ministry to have with them 
u return air ticket. Anybody 
who goes to Egypt to get 
married or to complete a ma- 
rriage deal should get a cer- 
tificate from the Amman sha- 
ria court, attested by the 
Foreign Ministry, which inc- 
ludes personal details and a 
clear statement that there is 
no objection to the marriage 
Anyone travelling in his 
own car shouid be in posses- 
sion of an international pas- 
sage booh issued by the Ro- 
yal Automobile Club. The 
book should be valid for his 
whole stay in Egypt, the Fo- 
reign Ministry stated. 


Tourist meet 
takes place 

AMMAN (JNA). — A discus- 
sion took place at the Ministry 
of Tourism on the financial and 
administrative reports of the 
Tourists' Friends Society Tues- 
day. 

It was decided during the 
meeting to increase the mem- 
bers of the society and its ac- 
tivities, such as encouraging 
tourist agencies, hotels, social 
and cultural clubs. 

Following discussion of the 
reports, the new administrative 
board was named with Subhi 
Al Qutob as President, Mrs. 
Nirarah Tannous as Vice Pre- 
sident, Mr. Nash'at Kawalit as 
Secretary, Mr. Saleero Barakat 
as Treasurer, and Father Qar- 
mash, Mr. Nabilah Irsheidat, 
Dr. Suleiman Rihani, Mr. Basil 
Bustami, Mrs. Faizeh Jabaji. Mr 
Mahmoud A’abidi and Dr. Sami 
Khasawneh as members. 


FOR SALE 

GEMINI (four-door sedan) 
1976 — Duty free 
Very good condition 
Please call 55874 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Deluxe furnished apt. With’ two bedrooms, a 
sitting room, salon, two bathrooms, kitchen, 
garage and garden. .. ' , - 
location: Jabal Luweibdeh behind the 
Directorate of Public Security. 

Please contact : Teh 66789-38620. 
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The U.N. Development Programme evaluates the needs of the Arab world 


The United Nations Develop- 
ment Programme (UNDP) has 
allocated $ 44.3 million for in- 
ter-country development pro- 
jects in the Europe. Mediter- 
ranean and the Middle East 
(EMME) region for the period 
1977-1981. 


This region encompasses 18 
Arab countries and 15 non- 
Arab countries. 


plicated by the fact that the 
Arab world, now inhabited by 
some 140 million people, near- 
ly half of them under the age 
of 15, has one of the fastest 
growing populations on earth. 
This requires cooperative eff- 
orts to meet crucial regional 
needs to: 


2. Food production, storage 
and marketing. 


For Arab countries, the ov- 
erall objectives of the regional 
programme are promoting col- 
lective self-reliance within the 
region, improving the quality 
of life for the poorest seg- 
ments of the region’s popula- 
tion, and improving the flow of 
development financing among 
countries. 


-- Train and fully employ 
the Arab labour force, male 
and female. 


With food accounting for 
some 25 per cent of all imp- 
orts, the Arab region is the 
highest per capita food Impor- 
ter in the developing world. 
Besides creating dependency, 
this situation diverts financial 
resources which could be used 
for productive local invest- 
ment 


have access to fertilizers and 
appropriate technologies, based 
on regional experience, which 
could increase their producti- 
vity. 


2. Development financing, tra- 
ns-Arab enterprises and ex- 
ternal transnational enterpri- 


ses. 


together, assisting with feasi- 
bility studies for proposed sch- 
emes, or mobilizing any requir- 
ed external assistance. Conti- 
nued co-operation with the 
Council for Arab Economic 
Unity and the Arab Fund for 
Economic and Social Develop* 
ment is envisioned in this re- 
gard. 


-- Alleviate high, costly ex- 
ternal food dependence. 


-• Stimulate widespread in- 
crease in productivity and re- 
store rural/urban balance. 


-- Establish a truly subre- 
gional or regional agro-indus- 
trial and industrial base. 


The regional programme will 
continue its past support for 
increased production of field 
food crops in the region, and 
may also undertake livestock 
development projects and co- 
mprehensive fisheries surveys. 


Arab country needs 


Priorities for Arab countries 


Linked to its overall objec- 
tives, the UNDP regional pro- 
gramme identifies several Arab 
country development problems, 
all of which have been high- 
lighted by various U.N. Inter- 
national action plans. Overcom- 
ing these constraints is com- 


Within the EMME regional 
programme, there areas of ac- 
tivity will be given priority in 
the Arab region, with particu- 
lar attention to the develop- 
ment of human skins and the 
role of Arab women in the re- 
gion’s development. 


Pre --and post-harvest food 
losses, currently estimated at 
about 30 per cent of produc- 
tion, will also receive atten- 
tion, with emphasis placed on 
the preservation of the main 
crops of the region -- cereals 
and legumes. 


During the past two years, a 
substantial increase and expan- 
sion of national and regional 
Arab development funds has 
taken place- The regional pro- 
gramme will seek to improve 
the appraisal capacities of the- 
se funds, and to extend their 
reach by assisting In the Iden- 
tification of new programmes 
and projects with investment 

potential. 


The development of policies 
to ensure that external invest- 
ment, capital goods, materials 
and skills coming into the 
Arab region are appropriate to 
basic needs and plans will be 
another area of concern. The 
regional programme may pur- 
sue such actions as the deve- 
lopment of model laws, con- 
tracts and agreements for deal- 
ing with transnational corpora- 
tions. 


Efforts may also be made to 
ensure that small fanners will 


Through the regional prog- 
ramme, UNDP will also sup- 
port Arab Countries’ joint en- 
terprises linking use of the re- 
gion’s capital, technological 
capabilities, production facili- 
ties, labour, management skills 
and markets. It may do this 
by bringing interested parties 


3. Basic needs. 


II.S. idea for wheat “cartel” draws mixed reaction 


Increasing productivity in 
the Arab region depends, to a 
large extent, upon meeting 
basic needs for adequate hous- 
ing, water supplies, and sani- 
tation and medical facilities. 
In addition, farmers and enter- 
preneurs need access to tech- 
nologies appropriate to the re- 
gion’s labour/ capita] /land mix. 


CHICAGO, Illinois, (CSM). 
— A wheat “cartel" proposed 
for the United States, Canada 
and possibly other wheat-pro- 
ducing nations is drawing & 
mixed reaction from U.S. farm 
groups, commodity experts, 
and farm-belt economists. 


U.S. Agriculture Secretary 
Bob Bergland's proposal is in- 
tended to shore up world 
wheat prices now sagging be- 
neath huge stockpiles of grain. 


Mr. Berg land began talks 
with Canadian Transportation 
Minister Otto Lang about a 
wheat price -fixing agreement 
earlier last month. 


The agriculture secretary is 
hopeful that his proposal will 
not only reduce price swings 
for farmers, but also prevent 
dumping of wheat into govern- 
ment bins. The U.S. is expect- 
ed by the middle of the sum- 
mer to have a 1.1 billion bushel 
wheat stockpile -- Canada a 
550 million bushel stockpile. 


“Growers themselves are sp- 
lit over the cartel Issue," says 
Jerry Peterson, Kansas Farm 
Bureau spokesman. "Young 
growers who bought land three 
years ago, when wheat sold for 
over $5.60 a bushel are having 
a hard time paying their loans 
with wheat selling for $2.35 in 
our state now," Mr. Peterson 
says. “But fanners who are 
well financed are not asking 
for the same price support 
help from the government." 


Mr. Bergland in the next few 
weeks must set a new wheat 
price-support loan rate, now at 
$2.25 a bushel. The new winter 
wheat harvest will begin in 
Texas in late May ; the 


combines will reach Kansas in 
June and continue north to- 
ward Canada throughout the 
summer. 

If Secretary Bergland sets 
the loan level too high, farm- 
ers will be tempted to turn 
over their wheat to the govern- 
ment to cancel their loans. 
This would put the govern- 
ment back in the grain storage 
business -- at the taxpayer’s 
and consumer's expense, some- 
thing neither Mr. Bergland nor 
his critics want. 

The National Association of 
Wheat Growers is asking for 
a $3.18 a bushel price-support 
loan rate. 

At this stage, no specific 
U.S.-Canada wheat agreement 
has been developed, says How- 
ard Hjort, special consultant to 
Mr. Bergland on the issue. 
“No staff or position papers 
have been prepared,” he says. 
"The proposal is more a con- 
cept, a principle, at the pre- 
sent time." 

However, Mr. Bergland has 
spoken determinedly about his 
intention to reduce wheat sale 
price swings. "I don’t intend to 
back down,” he replied when 
questioned about the apparent 
similarity between the current 
oil and coffee cartels and a 
wheat cartel. 

Responses to the Bergland 
proposal raise a number of is- 
sues among potential critics: 
“Consumers will have to pay 
higher prices for wheat pro- 
ducts, foot the tax bill to store 
grain, and pay the cost of in- 
terest,” says Donald Kemp, 
economist for Hams Trust and 
Savings bank in Chicago, sh- 
ould a pact price set above ma- 
rket levels keep U.S. grain 
from selling. 

"The Canadian government 
as a whole would be against 
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it,” he adds. “Their balance of 
trade is off now. Why would 
they be anxious to endanger 
their wheat export market?” 

“We have had commodity 
agreements before, like the wh- 
eat agreement in 1967,” says 
Dale Butts, grain expert for 
the Elinois Farm Bureau. “The 
U.S. honoured the agreements, 
but partners undercut the pri- 
ce by barter arrangements and 
other devices. The good guys 
end up with grain in their 
bins.” 

“I can sympathise with the 
American farmer,” says John 
H. Frazier Jr., vice-chairman of 
the Chicago Board of Trade. 
“He was told there would be 
tremendous world demand for 
grain. He geared up for it 
bought $50,000 combines. No 
wonder he feels put upon with 
today's prices. 

"But if the market price is 
made artificially high, it will 
encourage more overproduction 
in the U.S. and bring other co- 


untries into the competition.’’ 
Great Plains Wheat, Inc., a 
consortium that promotes U.S. 
grain sales abroad, prefers to 
see current market problems 
worked out before the Inter- 
national Wheat Council, estab- 
lished in 1971 under the Inter- 
national Wheat Agreement 
“The council does not sell 
wheat prices,” observes Great 
Plains Wheat President Micha- 
el L. Hall. The agreement is 
due to expire June 30, 1978, 

and renewal talks would pro- 
vide “an adequate forum” for 
discussing international market 
needs, Mr. Hall suggests. 

Other critics of the Bergland 
proposal say that plowing un- 
der less -promising winter- 

wheat fields, or grazing them 
down with cattle, or simply 
waiting to see whether the 
winter drought in the plains 
will curb this year's prices by 
cutting production would be 
preferable to a price-fixing sch- 
eme. 


Most "low-cost” housing 
constructed in recent years is 
still not within reach of the 
poor. Studies indicate that 
from 50 to 70 per cent of the 
people in Arab countries can- 
not afford even the cheapest 
housing units presently avail- 
able. 


In co-operation with the 
Economic Commission for Wes- 
tern Asia (ECWA), the regional 
programme may promote co- 
operation for tiie development 
of housing designs, based on 
the locally available materials 
and labour, which are within 
local means. It may also sup- 
port production of partially 
prefabricated housing compo- 
nents in the region. 


The general lack of access 
to safe water supplies among 
the rural poor is one of the 
leading causes of sickness and 
death in the Arab countries. 
In general, however, 70 to 80 
per cent of public health ex- 
penditures go for curative ser- 
vices, and less than one quar- 


China's increased oil income steps up 
its move toward industrialisation 


Peking wants to move China into the front ranks 
of the industrialised nations. The one short cut to spe- 
edy growth is to buy sophisticated foreign equipment 
with their higher earnings from oil and recent succes- 
ses in agriculture, the Chinese may be planning some 
very big orders. 


LONDON, (F.T.) — "Peking’s 
going to profit from the OPEC 
oil price rise, you’ll see” said 
one China-watcher last Decem- 
ber. Sure enough, it has. The 
Chinese have been able to raise 
their oil prices to Japan by 
nearly 7 per cent, and if all the 
contracts are fulfilled they 
should make over $580 million 
this year from crude sales to 
Japan alone. This will be the 
most yet. 

Altogether the price rise and 
the recent OECD predictions of 
an energy shortage by the mid- 
1980s have made China's pros- 
pects for expanded trade a 
good deal brighter than they 
looked a few months ago.' Chi- 
na’s big problem in boosting 
trade is to find the commodi- 
ties other countries actually 
need to import. If it can’t sell 
more, neither can it buy since 
Peking firmly believes in limi- 
ting its debts to the minimum. 

After the initial euphoria 
over China’s oil potential in 



1974, its exports have been 
"sledging uphill”, as one Shell 
executive succinctly put it The 
world recession meant lesse- 
ned demand and China’s waxy 
crude gave problems in proces- 
sing. So its total oil exports 
since then have not exceeded 
10 million tons a year, even 
counting in sales to North Ko- 
rea and Vietnam. With inflation 
in the west and the consequent 
rise in prices for the industrial 
equipment the Chinese wanted 
to buy, they have had to cur- 
tail their purchases drastically. 

But with the new prices, 
hearts must be lighter in Pe- 
king already. Although they are 
selling about the same amount 
of crude to Japan this year as 
last, they are due to make ano- 
ther $50 million out of it. The 
long-term prospects look better 
than they did, even though 
they will want to use more of 
their own crude as they indust- 
rialise more themselves. 

Combined with new Chairman 
Hua Kuo-feng’s evident enthu- 
siasm for speeding up the eco- 
nomy and boosting trade, this 
development should make heal- 
thy difference to Chinese im- 
ports by the end of the year. 

So far there is still a lull in 
trade. Peking is obviously ta- 
king stock after the political 
upheavals of the past year and 
the consequent slowdown in 
production. The string of con- 
ferences which are going on in 
China suggest that the plan- 
ners are drawing up a blue- 
print for the rest of the cur- 
rent five year plan period. 
When that is done, buying 
should resume. It may even es- 
calate to the multimillion dol- 
lar type of contract that Pe- 
king went for in the early se- 
venties. 
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The fact is that Chinese de- 
velopment is woefully befiind 
for a nation with economic am- 
bitions. The current slogan is 
“put China in the front ranks 
of the industrialised nations by 
the end of the centuiy.” "Not 
a hope," commented a senior 
British trade unionist who re- 
cently toured the country. 

The one short cut that Peking 
can take to speedy growth is 
to buy sophisticated foreign 
equipment. Bottlenecks like the 
shortage of high-grade iron ore 
can be removed by setting up 
modern ore-pelletising plants. 
Western raining machinery can 
revolutionise production of coal. 
Foreign electronics can trans- 
form industrial processes and, 
still more significantly, defence. 

So far the new leadership 
has not outlined its industrial 
priorities. But it is obvious -- 
from Chairman Hua’s appear- 
ance in army uniform, if no- 
thing else -- that the military 
is an extremely important ele- 
ment in the balance of forces 
in the hierarchy. For years the 
Chinese army has been starved 
of equipment as agriculture and 
the accompanying Maoist con- 
cept of "people's war" against 
an invader took precedence. It 
seems more than likely now 
that heavy industry and tech- 
nological expertise will come 
back into the limelight. 

What will this mean in terms 
of imports? First, the Chinese 
seem likely to step up invest- 
ment in their oil industry. That 
may very well mean more fore- 
ign equipment and technology 
for the promising offshore oil 
locations. The motor industry 
is likely to benefit with the 
import of a complete vehicle 
production line, while the vital 
but overburned rail network 
may get the sophisticated sig- 
nalling and marshalling gear 
it needs to operate efficiently. 

But Peking’s imports can't 
rise quickly. It is still paying 
for the steel and petrochemi- 
cal plant bought in the last 
buying spree. However its agri- 
culture is showing a promi- 
sing growth, with a 4 per cent 
rise in production over each of 
the last few years. This is now 
double the rate of China's pro- 
bable population increase, so 
there is a reasonable surplus 
for reinvestment 

More important it its new 
self-sufficiency in grain. Food 
imports have been costing Pe- 
king hundreds of millions of 
dollars a year. Since these can 
now be virtually phased out, 
the hand currency is available 
for buying technology instead. 

Even with a new policy in 
Peking this year, the 1977 Lo- 
ta! for trade will probably not 
far exceed the approximately 
SMbiJlion of the last three 
yearn. But there should be a 
significant re-orientation within 
the total, and if Chairman Hua 
maintains the present momen- 
tum, the years to come will 
see rapid growth. 


ter of expenditures on water 
and sanitation benefits rural 
areas. 

UNDP regional support in 
this area will focus on the tr- 
aining of civil and sanitary en- 
gineers, health inspectors and 
educators, and workers needed 
to plan, install, operate and 
maintain water and sanitation 
systems. It will also encourage 
the production of improved 
water and sanitation equipm- 
ent within the region. 


Effective techniques, and sm- 
all-scale technologies are fre- 
quently devised at the local 
level These could be of wide- 
spread benefit, but few chan- 
nels for making them known 
and available now exist The 
regional programme could es- 
tablish an information bank on 
small and intermediate techno- 
logies, both those developed 
within the region and in other 
developing countries, and link- 
ed to existing appropriate tec* 


hnology networks. 

The regional programme 
be an important means tl 
ugh which UNDP prom 
Technical Co-operation am 
Developing Countries (PC 
in the region. This form of 
velopment co-operation, wl 
is to be the subject of a I 
world conference in March) : 
ril, 1978, . is considered' 

. .be a key method which d , r 
loping countries can use-, 
build collective self-relia '. 


Foreign investors buy up big 
chunks of British industry 




With the pound weak against other currencies 
and British sham prices lower than the asset values 
of the companies they represent, foreign companies 
are buying up British industry at an unprecedented 
rate. 


LONDON (F.T.) — The Fore- 
ign invasion of Britain conti- 
nues — first only in the High 
Street, now also on the Stock 
Market The fall in the value 
of the pound has made British 
companies cheap for foreign 
entrepreneurs. More than £200 
million has been spent in the 
past seven months in buying 
some of the gems of an econo- 
my which went sour but is now 
showing signs of sweetening 
up again. 

Even' apart from the curren- 
cy consideration, British firms 
are cheap when viewed against 
most foreign- companies in the 
same field. Although the stock 
market has recovered from the 
basement levels of 1974, price 
earnings ratios are still much 
lower than on Wall Street and 
most bourses on the Conti- 
nent. 

Share quotations in London 
do not reflect the underlying 
assets of the companies — in 
many cases prices in the mar- 
ket are considerably below the 
net asset values of the com- 
panies they represent. 

Given this underlying situ- 
ation, it is not surprising that 
many foreign companies, ma- 
inly American, are buying up 
British industry at an unpre- 
cedented rate — a develop- 
ment that has not yet caught 
the attention of the govern- 
ment or trades unions, but co- 
uld soon become a political is- 
sue if the present rate conti- 
nues. 

The U.S. engineering giant, 
Carborundum, which has been 
active in Britain for nearly 50 
years, thinks: 'It’s time to in- 
vest in the UJK.” and earlier 
this year offered £16.6 million 
in an agreed bid for one of 
Britain's most successful com- 
panies, Weybum Engineering. 
Weybum is the world’s biggest 
independent manufacturer of 
diesel camshafts and is a prize 
catch for Carborundum, which 
is keen to participate in the 
newfound growth in diesels in 
the U.S. 

Moore Corporation of Cana- 
da is bidding for the minority 
interest it does not already 


hold in the office equipment 
company, Lamson Industries. 
It is offering 85p a share for 
48 per cent of the equity at a 
cost of 43 million Canadian 
dollars It bought 52 per cent at 
lOOp a share in 1973 and in the 
mffflnfitTH* the pound has fal- 
len by a quarter against- the 
Canadian dollar. 

Due to the stringent excha- 
nge control regulations in Bri- 
tain, most foreign bids are in 
cash, rather than in shares. 
The requirement that invest- 
ments in overseas companies 
held in the U.K. must be thro- 
ugh the investment currency 
premium (currently around 40 
per cent) would eliminate mu- 
ch of the benefit of "buying 
British” on the cheap. This, was 
one of the factors behind Sch- 
1 umber-gel's 155p cash bid for 
the outstanding 39.2 per cent 
in Sangamo Weston. 

Of course, not every foreign 
bid gets passed by the autho- 
rities in London. One of the 
most obvious ways to block 
a bid is through the Mono- 
polies Commission, which ge- 
nerally holds that a monopoly 
exists if one company has 
more than 25 per cent of its 
market. Unlike in the U.S. ho- 
wever, the U.K. authorities 
only take action if they think 
the position is against the 
national interest. 

Almost all bids, foreign or 
domestic, are looked at by the 
government to see if a mono- 
poly position might be created. 
But in most cases, the bid is 
allowed to go through. 

However, one instance .whe- 
re the government has stepped 
in is the contested bid by Fre 
uhauf Corporation of the U.S. 
for two-thirds of the equity it 
does not already own in itr 
British associate. Crane Fret 
hauf, which has 47 per cent of 
the U.K. trailer market. Fre- 
uhauf says it is not satisfied 
with Crane’s recent trading 
performance and still intends 
to get full control (provided it 
is allowed to do so by the Mo- 
nopolies Commission which is 
now investigating whether a 
monopoly situation would be 


against the national intend 
In some cases a foreign 
can' be frustrated by ear ' 
yee opposition. This was • 
most the case in the h 
contest- bid by Imperial R 
of the U.S. for Richards. ' 
Sheffield, one of the older. ■* 
mes in the established cut 
industry in the Midlands. 

UJK. cutlery industry has 1 
severely hit In the past 
years by large shale .Imp 
of cheap goods from the 
East, and this experience 
ems to~have created a g 
deal of xenophobia. 

After the bid was anno' 
ed. anti-American banners „ 
re floated from factory w 
ows and one local union 
oal challenged the Amerii 
to "beat us on world mad 
not stock markets" 

Of course, the feelings t 
not all one-way — some *. 
loyees supported the bid 
cause they though the An 
cans would be able to res ' 
“craftsmanship” at the tact 
In other cases, a foreign ' 
can help a company out . 
trouble. Some people here 
ought that this was one of 
reasons for the bid by 
Dutch company, Qce van 
Grin ten, for the UJK. gr 
Ozalid. : 

This £24 millio n bid has 
vented Ozalid from ma 
substantial retrenchment . 
comes after profits in 
slumped from £5,1 millior 
£3.1 million (suggesting m 
re profits of only £350,06 
the second half). Losses 
£1 million in Canada and s 
restructuring in Australia 
re partly to blame for Oza 
recent downturn. But thet 
no doubt that this former 

mour company has mis sec 

market Its return oh ca 

has fallen from 30 per 
to a little more than. 10 
— cent ip just three yeajp^__. 

. Other:, recent foreign t 
overs include WormaW -h 
national’s agreed bid .far- 
ther and Platt worth 08 
lion; Generate Occident 

bid for 49 per cent of Ca. , 

ham; and Genting Highlayi ! 
Hotel of Malayia’s bid for ; 
den Hope Plantations . .” . 

There is no reason why 
foreign invasion should TV 
continue, especially since o — . 
seas confidence in the pofifl ■ 
has recovered following ir , 
IMF loans and internal , 
guarantees for sterling. 


Sudan plans large-scale irrigation 
plan for agricultural development^ 


KHARTOUM, Sudan, (CSM). — 
Sudan, whose President Nimeiri 
has hosted a mini-summit with 
Egypt’s President Sadat and 
Syria’s President Assad, is uni- 
que among Arab League mem- 
bers: It is not only the poten- 
tial breadbasket of the Arab 
world, but also a bridge bet- 
ween that world and the black 
African states south of the Sa- 
hara. 

Sudan’s rote in the search 
for a solution of the Arab-ls- 
raeli conflict has been less con- 
spicuous than that of other 
Arab states. But it has one 
sometimes-overlooked qualifica- 
tion to act as a reconciler. The 
ending of 17 years of bitter ci- 
vil war in its own country bet- 
ween Arab and Arabised nor- 
therners and a southern mino- 
rity which was black and ei- 
ther animist or Christian. 

The Khartoum summit coin- 
cided with the fifth anniversa- 
ry of the Addis Ababa agree- 
ment Feb. 28 which began the 
process of reconciliation. Suda- 
nese are appropiately modest 
about the results so far ach- 
ieved: '"Five years is not long 
enough to say whether we have 
succeeded,” says Information 
Minister Bona Malwal Madut 
Ring. 

But the former leader of the 
Anya Nya guerrilla rebels, Maj. 
Gen. Joseph Lagu, now com- 
mands Sudanese forces in the 
three provinces constituting the 
Southern Region, heading an 
integrated force of 6,000 nor- 
therners and 6,000 former gue- 
rrillas. 

The Southern Region has its 
own regional assembly and its 
own executive commission hea- 
ded by Abel Alier, who is also 
vice-president of Sudan. Mr. Bo- 
na Malwal, information minis- 
ter in the central government, 
is himself from the south who 
studied at St. John’s University 
in New York. 

And as Mr. Bona Malwal 
says, if Sudan's experiment suc- 
ceeds, there is hope for Arab- 
African unity throughout Afri- 
ca. If it fails, "It seems hard 
to see how it could succeed in 
the whole continent." 

Sudan's other great poten- 
tial is in agriculture. Sudan’s 



area is the largest in Africa, 
almost one-third of the United 
States minus Alaska. Its popu- 
lation of 17 million, though 
growing at 2.8 per cent per year, 
is far from a saturation point. 
Only 1£ per cent of the land is 
cultivated, although 37 per cent 
of it is arable. 

There are large rain-fed areas 
which require little or no irri- 
gation where wheat, sor ghum , 
peanuts, sugarcane and other 
crops can be grown. 

Sudan currently irrigates 3.8 
million feddans (one feddan is 
1.038 acres) from Nile waters, 
and the Arab Fund for Social 
and Economic Development in 
Kuwait has drafted a plan to 
increase irrigated land to 7.1 
million feddans by 1983. 

Since Egypt’s not altogether 
happy experiences with the high 
Aswan Dam, natural scientists 
express increased concern about 
the environmental and ecologi- 
cal hazards of large-scale irri- 
gation in tropical climates. But 
the problems do -not appear in- 
soluble. 


Among ambitious plans < 
rei*tly under scrutiny is a f 
posal to cut a 267 km. ca 
skirting the Sudd marshes 
region where the White i 
makes a huge 90 degree h* 
The. canal would , start 
Jonqiei and end on the So) 
River near its confluence 
the Nile. This would addj 
million cubic metres of 
a day -to the Nile flow, waj 
which now goes into the/Si 
marshes. In answer to envir ” 
men talis ts who fear the eff, 
the drying of the swamp n - 
have no wildlife, on the pti\ 
live tribes who inhabit the 
gion, and on their .... . _ 
Jonglei : Canal Commissioi 
Abdullahi Muhammad 
says that the canal will, 
only a quarter of the Nile fl' 
at Jonglei and would only , 
duce the swamp by 10 per «*> 
/Contracts for the digging 
the canal' already have be'* 
signed, and once it is dug, L 
ger proposals for develops 
the land in the region may 
considered. . . 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES H. GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 

- C tOT by GMcago Triban* 


Toth vulnerable-^o.uth 
ieals. 

NORTH 
t K7 

k VKJ86 . 

! S 0KJ9 

4> A 652 

..VEST EAST 

ft* 6 -f J 8 5 4 

7 A 10 432 <?Q75 

0 A 543 0872 

>743 + KJ10 

SOUTH 
♦ AQ10932 
<79 

OQ106 
+ 098 

?he bidding: 

ionth West North East 
' 4 Pass 4> Pass 
'ass Pass 

Ipeninglead: Seven of +. 


Trump Coup Tommy had 
■een busy “modernizing” his 
'ridge game by adopting 
onwntions such as the 
reak two-bid. This did 
othing to ease the' fears of 
is partners, who simply 
soked on each new gadget 
mployed by Tommy as 
□other way he could go 
/rong and cost them points. 
Is our readers are well 
ware, Tommy can best be 
lescribed as “accident- 
tfone.” If there was a way to' 
,;o wrong in the bidding or 
ilay. Tommy invariably 
ound it. But give him a bad 
rump break and Tommy be- 
ame a player transformed- 
Should there ever be a world 
hampionship determined 
olely on overcoming evil 
rump splits, we would bet 
hat Tommy would win by 
he proverbial mile. 

For once, one of Tommy’s 
ew gadgets— the weak two-, 
id— steered his side to a 
ood contract in quick time. 


West led his top club, East* 
won the king and returned 
the suit. Tommy made his 
first good play when he 
elected to win the queen in 
-hand. A trump to the king 
and another to the ace re- 
vealed the trump break and 

brought the shadow of a 
smile to Tommy's Ups. This 
was his meat! 

Tommy led a heart. West 
won the ace and returned a 
club to the ace. Tommy ruff- 
ed a heart and led a diamond, 
inserting the nine when 
West played low. A heart 
-ruff reduced Tommy’s trump 
■length to that of East’s, 
and another diamond was 
led. The defenders were 
now helpless. 


If West ducked the dia- 
mond, dummy would win 
and declarer could score 
both his trumps by ruffing 
the king of hearts. So West 
did the best he could by 
rising with the ace and lead- 


ing another heart, but that 
was not good enough. Since 
it was fruitless to ruff. East 
discarded his last diamond 
,on dummy's king of hearts, 

but Tommy also stuffed a 
diamond. Both East and de- 
clarer were down to nothing 
but trumps with the lead in 

dummy. Since Tommy had 
Q-10 of trumps over East's 
J-8, there was no way he 
could be prevented from 
scoring both his trumps for 
his contract. 


inscramble these four Jumbles, 
ne letter to each square, to fonn 
wr ordinary words. 


TOYBO 


NESOO 


.. STIPEC 


ENGRYT 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
9 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 

/[ I prefer Shakespeare S 


^^0 Q? o 5H7 


TVS NOT FDET5 
WHO PRODUCE 7HEW 
, EHJT SINGERS! ^ 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Amwerhera: ^ U, X 1 

(Answers tomorrow) 

, . | Jumbles: ADAGE PAGAN CHROME FAIRLY 

esferdSy s I AnBWQr •■^y OU ^ fm behind you!” — "AHEAD" 


CROSSWORD 

PUZZLE 


^Ember. 
.Vanish 
Turkish unit of 


? Card game 
✓Italy's monetary 
u/tit - 

Fencing dummy 
■ Square saU 
^ Duck genus 
Theater curtain 
Tarsus 
Sprinkle 
Ahead 


23. inflexible 

24. Restless 

29. Twining shoot 

31. French girl friend 

32. Tomahawk 

33. Circumstance 

34. Thong 
38. Affirm 


G3EE CaHH 
@rSH3 0SS naa 
railing sagnmag] 
hhs crna dgna 
aaaaaa 3n§ 
sraaa aaaa 

BSE fSHtHSHg 
anas araHSSH 
amnEHHB sags 
san aaa aaag 
ann rerca aatsB 


39. Pea or nut 

40. Mature SOLUTION OF YESTERDAY'S PUZZLE, 

41. Public notices ^ u - 

44. Against 49- Refreshing 3. Kettle 

45 Knight moisture 4. Sanction 

'* SS. solution , MM 5. Broth 

47 Cunet L Pett V bnbe 6 Shoat 

48 Kittv * 2. Forever. Maori 7. Custard 

^ 8. interlock 

9. Of an age 

10. Informality 

18. Cleave 

19. including 

20. Be situated 

21. Thiee. Italian 

22. Flattery 
24 Piediument 
25. Donated 
26 Variety oi beryl 

27. Container 

28. Thus tar 
30 Criminal charge 
33. Turn inside out 


36 Exclamation of 


■■■ anaaiHiH 


MSI 


wiaaiiam 

alBV 



an 

! 

imIB 

APNmlutures 



3-1.7 .43- unite 


THERHGE FIVE FEATWftL PHUIU 
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GENERAL TENDENCIES: Not a good time for 
starting a new project. You would be wise to carefully 
study your true motives. Make long-range plans for the 
future. Strive for more harmony in your life. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Remove any obstacles in 
the path of progress. Show more affection for the one you 
love and get excellent response. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Be sure to use diplomacy 
at any social functions you attend today. Don't neglect to 
pay important bills on time. . 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Being more precise in 
your career work sees you becoming more successful in the 
future. Find a better method for handling credit. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to July 21) Not a good 
day to start on any new projects, but fine for earning 
through with present ones. Use care in motion. 

LEO (July 22 to Aug. 21) Come to a better 
understanding with mate and have more harmony in the 
future. Avoid on who is too quarrelsome. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 221 Study your agreements 
with associates and make sure to keep your promise. Take 
time to engage in favorite hobby. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) You have many duties to 
perform, so persevere and forget about going off on some 
silly tangent. Try to cooperate more with associates. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Try to please associates 
by being more cheerful. Show your mate that you are truly 
devoted. Avoid one who is troublesome. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Find out what 
your mate expects of you and then take steps to please. 
Don't argue with friends or you will regret it later. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Make sure you keep 
any promises you have made to allies. Avoid one who has 
an eye on your assets. Express happiness. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Study monetary 
matters that are important to you in the days ahead. Try 
to be more kindly to family members. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Good day to make right 
arrangements for the future so that you can be more 
successful. Attend the social with congenials. 
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TONIGHT'S T.V. FEATURE 

YOUNG DR< KILDARE: HOUSE CALL 

A doctor is asked at gunpoint to treat a drug addict but he 
succeeds In transferring patient to hospital. 


THE QUEST : SEVENTY TWO HOURS 

A group of out of town cowboys kill sheriffs wife and 
create tense situation in town. 


MAKE THE JORDAN TIMES WORK FOR YOU 

An advertisement in the Jordan Times will be seen 
by some 10,000 people in Jordan, Syria and Lebanon. 
Don't yon have anything to say to them ? 

To spread your word, contact the Jordan Times 
advertising department by phone at 67171, or in person 
at the Jordan Times- AI Ra’i building, on University 



PEANUTS 


N0U) THAT ^OUR MASTER 
HAS RUN AWAY. I'M 
SEP TO FEE 


I© 191?’ Ud'MNI Ffaiaif* Sym-CAie Inc 



r SOUNDS 
OMINOUS, 


THE FLINT STONES 


CUT ANC AEOUT 


ELTTE 


VTFAKJIOl SI 


CHINESE 


RESTAURANT 


Finis Wings Hotel, Janal 
AI luwelbdeh. Tel. 22103/4. 

Choice of THREE set me- 
nu; daily for lunch, and a 
In carlP. 

Open 12*3 p.m. and 7-12 
p.m. Specially; steaks. 


Restaurants for hroa&tbd 
chicken and light snacks 
Take home, lunch or dinner. 
Jflbal Amman, First Circle. 
Tel. 21083, Jahal AI l.uwelb- 
deh. Hawn* Circle. Tel. 30G4C 
Jabal AI Hussein, near Jeru- 
salem Cinema. Tel. 2 1731. 
Also In Zarka and Irbed. 


First Chinese restaurant in 
Jordan. 

First Circle. Jabal Amman, near 
the Ahliyah School or CMS. 
TeL 38968. Open daily from 
noon to 3:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. 
lo midnight. 

Also take home service -‘order 
by phone. 



/■ — 

f MICHAEL, 

ME BOY, LET'S 
HAVE ONE MORE 
/N HONOR OR 
ST. PADDY'S 






MUTT AND JEFF 


The S 


IPLOMAT 


First Circle, J:ihal \mntan. 
I ni. 2531*2 

Open from 7 a.m. to I a.m, 
Restaurant, coffee-shop, sn- 
ack bar and patisserie. 
Oriental and Fur op* an ;pe. 

dallies. 


S' lit U. 


For advertising in above columns coniact 
“Sout Wa Soura” Tel. S8869 
Open from 9 ajn. to 1 p.m. and 4-6 pjn. 
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istani opposition leader 


Rabin wants wife’s case 


resigns party post following treated “like any other’ 


alleged sell-out to Bhutto 


LAHORE, March 16 (R). 

— The secretary general of 
Pakistan's opposition coalition 
has resigned shortly before his 
party's central council was due 
to consider his expulsion for 
holding what it says were se- 
cret talks with Prime Minister 
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto. 


The PNA was heavily defe- 
ated by Mr. Bhutto's Pakistan 
People’s Party (PPP) in Na- 
tional Assembly elections on 
March 7 and claimed after- 
wards they had been rigged 
by Mr. Bhutto's government. 


Reliable sources said the 
nine-party Pakistan National 
Alliance (PNA), had informa- 
tion that Mr. Rafiq Ahmad 
Bajwa had an unauthorised we- 
ekend meeting with Mr. Bhut- 
to to discuss a possible post- 
election compromise. 


The sources said Mr. Bhutto 
was believed to have offered 
Mr. Bajwa fresh provincial 
elections if the PNA agreed to 
boycott the National Assembly 
in which it won 37 out of the 
200 seats. 


Mr. Bajwa yesterday issued 
a statement denying the alleg- 
ed meeting with Mr. Bhutto 
and announcing his resignation, 
shortly before his party’s cen- 
tral committee was due to 
meet. 


TEL AVIV, March 16 (AFP). — Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
has asked Finance Minister Yehosbns Rabinowitz to treat the 
case of his wife, found to have a bank account abroad, like 
any other, according to the newspaper Yediot Aheranot. 

It said Mr. Rabin told Mr. Rabinowitz that the case should 
be treated "exactly as that of any other citizen of the country 
alleged to have contravened the laws on the holding of cur- 
rency abroad.” 

Mrs. Leah Rabin said on television yesterday that she had 
now closed the account, in a Washington bank, and admitted 
she had made a mistake through "ignorance of the law.” 

The account reportedly contained $2,000 and Mrs. Rabin 
said it rfgfpri from the time when her husband was Israeli 
ambassador in Washington. 

The maximum penalty for such an offence, provided the 
sum does not exceed $5,000, is a fine equivalent to half its 
value. 

The Finance Ministry’s committee on fines will meet shortly 
to decide how much to line Mrs. Rabin. 

The rightwing opposition Likud group has decided not to 
use the matter as ammunition fa the political war, but leftwing 
members of parliament have asked tor the introduction of a 
law that would force ministers to declare their assets before 

taking office. 

A Tel Aviv lawyer is bringing a civil action against the 
prime minister’s wife for having "contravened the laws of 
the country.” 


ECONOMIC AND BUSINESS NEWS 


Fall in petrodollar surplus reported 


LONDON. March 16 (AFP). — 
Monetary surpluses held by the 
oil exporting countries last year 
fell by some $2,500 million des- 
pite a further oil revenue rise 
of around $16,000 million, the 
Bank of England estimated to- 
day in its latest quarterly bul- 
letin. 


The reduction was due to inc- 
reased imports. Even so, the 
combined surplus was still 
S33,200 million, the bank said. 


The oil countries continued 
investing heavily in the United 
States, which took $11,500 mil- 
lion or 35 per cent of total 


placements abroad, against a 
previous $10,000 million. 

As in 1975, these U.S. invest- 
ments went mainly into com- 
pany shares and real estate, the 
figure for these sectors being 
$6,700 million. 

The oil countries also put 
more into Britain: $4,500 mil- 
lion against a previous $4,300 
million, solely fa the form of 
foreign currency deposits with 
banks. 

But they cut back on ster- 
ling investment by a net $1,900 
million, this being seen as cont- 
ributing to the pound sterling’s 
recent problems. 


The Bank of England report 
said the members of the Orga- 
nisation of Petroleum Expor- 
ting Countries (OPEC) also inc- 
reased their bank deposits fa 
countries other than the U.S. 
and Britain, although they 
trimmed their lending to deve- 
loping nations. 

Th**y raised the amounts pro- 
mise to these nations but ac- 
tual transfers had yet to reflect 
this increase. 

Total 1976 oil revenue came 
to $1X3,200 million against a 
previous $96,800 million. Re- 
ceipts speeded up in the final 
quarter to $30,600 million ag- 


ainst $27,700 million in both 
previous two quarters and $25 
million fa the first quarter. This 
acceleration was the result of 
buyers anticipating the Jan. 1 
price rises, but rising demand 
also had its effect. 

However, the last quarter 
surplus was only $7,300 million 
which was the lowest since 
the third quarter of 1975. 

Looking ahead into this year, 
the Bank of England forecast 
a r new rise fa the overall sur- 
plus held by oil countries, as a 
consequence of the new prices 
and the increased oil output by 
some OPEC members. 


OPEC . expresses continued support for 
U.N. commodities 9 stockpiling fund 


GENEVA, March 16 (R). — 
The proposed United Nations 
Commodity Fund was told of 
continued OPEC support yes- 
terday, but a spokesman for 
developing nations expressed 
alarm that statements by de- 
veloped countries at a confe- 
rence here remain “general and 
non-committal." 

The four-week conference, at- 
tended by 104 nations, is in its 
second week of consideration 
of a projected $6 billion fund 
to regulate and stabilise com- 
modity markets and prices by 
means of buffer stockpiles of 
commodities. 


Dr. Ibrahim Shihada, Direc- 
tor-General of the Special De- 
velopment Fund of the 13-mem- 
ber Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC), 
advocated modest initial objec- 
tives for the project with ade- 
quate consideration of alterna- 
tive approaches. 

He said OPEC had passed the 
stage of merely expressing sup- 
port in principle for the com- 
mon fund, which has the aim 
of giving Third World nations 
better and more assured re- 
turns on their exports to the 
industrialised world. 

In an apparent reference to 


reservations and misgivings of 
some leading industrialised 
states. Dr. Shihada said : 

“In view of the lack of cer- 
tainty of the attitude of some 
other key countries on what - - 
if it is to succeed fully -- must 
be a universal and global end- 
eavour, adequate opportunity 
should now be allowed for rea- 
ching agreement on the basic 
elements of a common fund." 


ries had also hoped for a more 
positive stand from Japan, Aust- 
ralia and Canada, but he was 
encouraged by what he called 
the positive approach of the 
United States. 

The OPEC spokesman gave 
no precise indication of what 
the organisation's contribution 
to the fund might be, but no- 
ted OPEC countries together 
accounted for less than 3.5 per 


A spokesman for the "Group cent of the 18 commodities co- 


$ 7.6 b afforded to IDA 


WASHINGTON, March 16 
(AFP). — A long-sought agree- 


ged $250 million, $50 million 
and $180 million respectively, 


ment was announced yesterday for a total of $480 million. The 


for the world’s better-off count- 
ries to contribute $7.6 billion 
to the International Develop- 
ment Association (IDA) over 
the next three years. 

The 26 contributor countries 
reached the agreement at a just- 
concluded meeting in Vienna, 
the World Bank said here. Ag- 
reed contributions range from $ 
2.4 billion by the United Slates 
to $1 million by South Korea, 
with three oil states supplying 
a total of $480 million. 

The share to be provided by 
oil-exporting countries was a 
major issue in difficult negotia- 
tions leading up to the agree- 
ment. 

When contributions were last 
negotiated in 1973, Saudi Ara- 
bia and the United Arab Emi- 
rates pledged nothing, and Ku- 
wait gave $26 million. This 
time the three countries pled- 


industrialised countries had 
wanted the figure to be $500 
million. 

The previous pledges, which 
totaled $4.5 billion over a four- 
year period, run out next June. 

IDA is the chief world orga- 
nisation for "throwaway" loans. 
World Bank member countries 
set it up fa I960 to help the 
poorest nations, and three-quar- 
ters of the loans have gone to 
countries where per capita re- 
venue is less t h a n $130, inclu- 
ding India, Bangladesh and a 
number of African countries. 

Loans are reimbursable over 
50 years with a 10-year grace 
period at the start, at no inte- 
rest and an 0.75 per cent ser- 
vice charge. 

Given inflation, the reimbur- 
sements, when finally made, 
are worth much less than the 
original loan. 


of 77” developing countries, 
which Includes more than 100 
states and strongly backs the 
proposed fund, expressed alarm 
at statements on behalf of the 
developed Western nations. 

Mr. Ali Alatas of Indonesia 
said he found "most disconcer- 
ting" remarks last week by Bri- 
tish delegate Gordon Barra ss - - 
speaking on behalf of the Wes- 
tern industrialised countries 
which “could mean ali things 
to all people." 

He also said he was disap- 
pointed at the "equivocal tone 
and approach" of a statement 
by the European Common Mar- 
ket fa assessing the possible 
results of the conference. 

He said the developing counv 


vered fa the fund plan put for- 
ward by the UJ4. Conference 
on Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD). 

He said OPEC members 
should not be treated as a dis- 
tinct category of states, but 
participate in the fund’s equity 
capital in the same manner as 
other developing countries. 

"Special arrangements could 
still be made to ease the bur- 
den of the poorest countries. 
Loans to the fund may be con- 
sidered in future as possible 
sound investment of liquid as- 
sets under such terms and con- 
ditions as may be agreed upon 
in due course with the manage- 
ment of the fund itself," he 
said. 


Abo Dhabi forms gas company 


ABU DHABI, March 16 (R). 
— The Abu Dhabi government 
has formed a company with 
British, French and Japanese 
interests to exploit the gas 
from its offshore oilfields, offi- 
cials said here yesterday. 


WALL STREET REPORT 


The government Monday ap- 
proved the establishment of the 
company with a capital of $105 
million, to be called the Abu 
Dhabi Gas Liquefaction Com- 
pany (AGLI), the state-owned 
Abu Dhabi National Oil Com- 
pany (ADNOC) will have a 51 
per cent stake. 


The new company will ope- 
rate and market the products 


of a huge liquefaction plant 
built at a cost of $420 million 
by Abu Dhabi Marine Areas 
(ADMA), the company which 
operates Abu Dhabi’s offshore 
oilfields. 

The other partners fa AGLI 
are British Petroleum (16.33 
per cent), Compagnie Francaise 
des Petroles (18.16 per cent), 
Mitsui and Company (22.05 
per cent) and Bridgestone Li- 
quefied Gas Company, a Mitsui 
subsidiary, (2.45 per cent). 

The plant, situated on Das 
Island, 120 kms. off the Abu 
Dhabi coast, is now complete 
and- has started experimental 
production. 


Priced kept climbing Wednesday on the New York stock 
exchange where the industrial average gained about 3 points fa 
fairly active trading. 

The average has now risen more than 20 points In three strai- 
ght sessions of gain since the beginning of the week. 

Profit-taking, however, put some pressure on the market to- 
day thus limiting the advance. Investors are still encouraged by 
favourable statistics published about the American economy : A 
one per cent rise in the industrial production index in February 
and a sharp rise in housing starts last month. 

Advances led declines at the bell by a moderate margin: 
796 to 617. 

Railway, television and chemical issues were among the 
stronger groups. Sony was the most active issue once again and 
rose 1/4 to 10-1/4. 

At the close, the industrial average shows at 968.00, a gain 
of 2.99 points : Transp at 228.38. a gain of 1.02 ; utilities at 106.82, 
a gain of 0.38. 22,140,000 shares changed hands, of which 4,360,000 
during the last hour. 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 


B RUSSELS, March 16 (AFP). — The European Economic Com- 
munity (EEC), will withdraw from the 14-member North- 
East Atlantic Fisheries Commission at the end of this year, 
community sources disclosed today. They said the EEC Com- 
mission would tell the other members of its decision tomorrow 
at its current meeting in Canada. The move was expected after 
the EEC agreed to extend its joint fishing limit to 200 nautical 
miles. 


LONDON MARKET REPORT 


B RUSSELS, March 16 (AFP). — Agriculture ministers of the 
European Economic Community (EEC) last night failed to 
make any progress on 1977-78 prices but they still hope to settle 
the question by March 27. The delegations, were considering an 
EEC Commission proposal that prices be raised an average 3 
per cent --the amount would be higher for weak currency 
co un tires and lower for strong currency countries. 


The market Wednesday dosed mixed. At 15:00 the F.T. 
index was down 0.8 at 427.1. 

News that British Leyland toolroom strikers had agreed to 
return to work on certain conditions caused an initial sharp rally 
among government bonds but prices then eased on further consi- 
deration of the conditions, dealers said Net falls ranged to one- 
half point. 

Equity leaders closed narrowly mixed, while gold shares were 
higher with the bullion price although closing levels were below 
the day's highs. 

Shipbuilding issues firmed on expectations of compensation. 

The Shipbuilding and Aircraft Industry Nationalisation BUI 
is expected to receive the royal assent Thursday 

B.P. was 4p higher ahead of results due Thursday but Shell 
eased 4p. Thomas Tilling finished about 2p up after results. 


C LEVELAND, Ohio, March 16 (AFP). — Sherwin-Williams, the 
only U.S. saccharin oroducer. will reonen its Cincinnati. Chia. 


wonly U.S. saccharin producer, will reopen its Cincinnati. Chio, 
plant because of a flood of orders, a company spokesman an- 
nounced. In conformity with a government request, the company 
closed the plant last week after an official agency covering food 
and pharmaceuticals banned saccharin. The ban comes into 
effect in July, and meanwhile a large number of people were 
apparently stocking up with saccharin, the spokesman said. 


RETRO IT, Michi ga n, March 16 (AFP). — The world turned out 
v some 39,300,000 cars, trucks and buses last year, statistics 


Price of gold dosed in London Wednesday at $147,50/oz. 


compiled by Ward’s Automotive Reports showed yesterday. 
This was 15.5 per cent more vehicles than the year before 
(34,000,000 units). Cars alone totalled 29,600,000. Ward’s Re- 
ports said that almost all countries recorded an increase in auto- 
mobile production except the Soviet Union, Mexico (9 per cent 
less), South Africa (30 per cent less) and Argentina (19 per cent 
less). The United States (output 28 per cent up) easily headed the 
list of manufacturing countries, fa front of Japan (up 13 per 


U.S. mission 
arrives in 
Vietnam 


Italian hijacker captured in Zurich 


HONG KONG, March 16 <R). — 
An official American mission 
arrived in Hanoi today for dis- 
cussions on 2,500 missing Ame- 
rican servicemen in the hope 
of paving the way towards nor- 
mal relations between the Uni- 
ted States and Vietnam. 

The Vietnam News Agency, 
in a report monitored here, said 
the five-man commission was 
met -at Hanoi’s Gai Lam Air- 
port by the vice minister for 
foreign affairs and other offici- 
als. 

It added that the commiss- 
ion, the first official U.S. dele- 
gation to come to Vietnam sin- 
ce the end of the war, had co- 
me "with the agreement of the 
government of the Socialist Re- 
public of Vietnam following a 
formal proposal by the U.S. go- 


ZURICH, March 16 (AFP). — 
Swiss police disguised as air- 
line pilots today overpowered 
the lone hijacker of a Spanish 
Boeing 727 and freed 16 pass- 
engers and seven crew mem- 
bers he had been holding since 
Monday. 

Police said one of two off- 
icers who disarmed the Italian 
hijacker, Mr. Luciano Forcari, 
was wounded in the thigh but 
all the hostages were unharmed. 

A passenger who reportedly 
had a heart attack and rushed 
off the plane on a stretcher was 
suffering only from shock, the 
police said. 

Also on board the Iberian 
Airways plane was Mr. Porca- 
ri’s three-year-old daughter Ma- 
rgherita. 

She was handed over by her 
Ivorian mother on Monday ni- 


ght in Abidjan, Ivory Coast, the ■ 
plane’s second stop after it was ‘ 
hijacked between Barcelona 
and Palma, Majorca, at midday. 

The hostages were freed 90 
minutes after the plane, retur- 
ned here early this morning 
from Warsaw and the hijacker 
demanded a fresh crew. War- 
saw was its last port of call on 
an odyssey of more than 14,609 
kms. across two continents. 

These included Turin, Italy, 
where Mr. Poroari’s ex-wife Isa- - 
beila ZavoU refused to hand 


over, 'their ■ daughter Con&uefa ‘ 
aged five. - - ■ 

At one point, Mr. Porcari th. f • 
■reatened to blow up the plain. - 
unless the child joined him. 

Swiss police, said the three ' 
year-old" girl would be returner - , 
to Abidjan tf her mother, wan" I 
ted her- ' 


They also described Mr. Poi x 1 . 
cari as “quite intelligent 


very cunning," but would no , Si- 
disclose much about how tbe? p > 
disarmed him and freed-the he' 


SOMALIA MAY JOIN UNIFIED COMMAND 



CAIRO, March 16 (AFP). — Somalia could be comdriering jebdnj 
Egypt, Sudan and Syria in the Joint Political (tomxnand they fomy 
ed early this month, A1 Abram said today quoting reports feggi 
Mogadishu. This possibility would be discussed at the highest leyS 
in the next few days, the Cairo dally wrote. 


Belgium sends arms to Zaire 


vemment ” 

The commission is ied by the 
head of the United Autowork- 
ers' Union Mr. Leonard Wood- 
cock who is accompanied by 
State Department officials and 
American reporters. The dele- 
gation stoped over for the night 
at Clark Base, Philippines, so- 
me 80 kms. north Of M anila . 

Mr. Woodcock told reporters 
on his arrival there last night : 
"We hope to find a key to the 
solution of our missing* in ac- 
tion and to build a bridgehead 
towards normalisation." 


BRUSSELS, March 16 (R). — 
Belgium has sent Zaire two 
planeloads of small arms in the 
past 24 hours following a re- 
quest for help from President 
Mobutu Sese Seko, a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman said to- 
day. 

He said the arms were part 
of an order for military equip- 
ment placed by Belgium’s for- 
mer colony some time ago. 

The spokesman said the ship- 
ment was being speeded up 
upon the request of the presi- 


dent because of the military si- 
tuation in Shaba Province, for- 
merly Katanga. 

The spokesman said he was 
not able to confirm or deny the 
Zaire government’s version of 
events in Shaba. According to 
this, an invading force of for- 
mer rebels and mercenaries 
entered the copper-rich south- 
ern province from neighbouring 
Angola. 

The Belgian consulate gene- 
ral fa the Shaba capital of 
Lubumbashl has reported all 


quiet in the region around th ■ 
city, the spokesman said. 


Hie Foreign Ministry spoke, 
man said B<,T B 1 ' lw n was const! 
ting with the United States/ar 
France, which had also bre 
approached for help by- Pres - 
dent Mobutu. The U.S. has a 
ready announced it is semfit- 
$1- million worth of supplies. •. 


The spokesman said the Be 
gian government had no plat 
to evacuate its nationals fro 
shaba. 


Might Carter’s morality push South Africa 
into coming to terms with Soviet Union? 


By Pierre Haski 


JOHANNESBURG, March 16 
(AFP). — One week before 
Soviet head of state Nikolai 
Podgomy’s African tour. Sou- 
th Africa is anxiously await- 
ing next Friday's speech by 
U.S. President Jimmy Carter 
on the region’s problems, it 
was reported here yesterday. 


Mr. Podgorny is scheduled 
to visit Tanzania, Zambia and 
Mozambique on the first black 
African tour by a Soviet le- 
ader. 


The woman, Mrs. L. M. Pak- 
usfaa, and a Soviet officer were 
interviewed by South African 
T.V. while a bus was made 
available to the crew for visits 
to the Cape peninsula during 
their enforced call. 

Observers here believed that, 
by playing up what is not an 
exceptional practice, South Af- 
rica was in fact trying to pres- 
sure Washington. 

Last month, South African 
Ambassador to France Louis 
Pienaar said: "South Africa 
might follow a more neutral 
road and might come to terms 
with a Soviet presence" In So- 
uthern Africa. 


identified top South African in- 
telligence officials as saying 
that Pretoria could conceivably 
find a modus vivendi with the 
Soviet Union and its newly- 
mdependent, Marxist neighb- 


A1 though the Pretoria gove- 
rnment categorically denied 
this suggestion, some doubts 
remained. 


Byrd Amendment which allow 
ed import of Rhodesian- chn 
me in defiance of United NR 
lions sanctions against Rbi . 
desia. 

in addition, an official fri 
report shows that South Afl. 
ca and the Soviet Union ear 
contributed 25 per cent of tl 
world chrome production la 
year. 


South African leaders are 
growing more irritated over 
the aggressive remarks made 
about them by representatives 
of the Carter administration, 
especially Ambassador to the 
United Nations Andrew Young. 


Last year, the U.S. magazine 
Newsweek had also quoted un- 


According to observers, all 
these facts do not signal a 
change in policy, but they are 
clearly meant to be warnings 
to the U.S. that it should not 
exert too much pressure on an 
indispensable ally. 

The OS. House of Represen- 
tatives and the Senate have 
just approved a repeal of the 


South African and the S 
viet Union have also many c 
her strategic mineral resource 
Pretoria Is using them as 
bargaining counter ta its di 
lomatic dealings with Was- 
ington, pointing out that s 
andoning South Africa, .woti- 
mean loss of access to the - 
mineral resources for toe We 


South Africa reportedly issued 
several direct and Indirect war- 
nings to Washington, urging 
"the leader of the free world” 
not to go too far in the imple- 
mentation of its moral princi- 
ples. 


After 15 years, disarmament, conference 
doesn’t have much to show for itself 


By Francoise Rey 


The situation was pointed up 
on Monday when the South 
African television gave unusual 
publicity to the presence of a 
Soviet warship in the Port of 
Cape Town. 


The research ship Estonia, 
back from a scientific mission 
in the Antartic, made a forced 
call at Cape Town after a fe- 
male member of the crew fell 
Ul. 


WORLD 

NEWS 

BRIEFS 


B EIRUT, March 16 (R). — Le- 
banon’s 19-month civil war 
cost between five and eight 
billion Lebanese pounds (about 
£1.6 billion) fa material dama- 
ge, Prime Minister Selim A1 
Hoss has declared. In a lectu- 
re at the American University 
of Beirut (AUB), Dr. A1 Hoss 
said indirect losses from the 
war up to 1980 would amount 
to an estimated 20 to 50 bil- 
lion Lebanese pounds (£4 to 
£10 billion). 


DARIS, March 16 (R). — So- 
■malia has offered its mediation 
to prevent the Paris conference 
on the future of the French Red 
Sea territory of Afars and Is- 
sas from ending in failure. Par- 
ticipants postponed a plenary 
meeting scheduled for yester- 
day because of still unresolved 
differences over the organisa- 
tion of general elections due to 
coincide with a referendum on 
the independence of the stra-. 
tegic enclave in the Horn of 
Africa. 


GENEVA, March 16 (AFP). 
— The Geneva Disarmament 
Conference yesterday celebrat- 
ed its 15th anniversary, but 
has produced few concrete re- 
sults from its 736 meetings. 

“History will not judge the 
conference on its longevity but 
on its results,” Mexican dele- 
gation leader Alfonso Garcia 
Lopez said at yesterday’s me- 
eting. 

But all delegations reiterated 
their firm intention to make 
progress even if the past 15 
years of work have not allow- 
ed the international commu- 
nity to reach a single measure 
directly concerning disarmam- 
ent 

All the argeements signed 
only attack subsidiary and se- 
condary problems including the 
Partial Nuclear Test Ban Treaty 
which marked the start of ne- 
gotiations in 1963. 

The same goes for the other 
measures with which the con- 
ference can be credited, such 
as the demilitarisation of spa- 
ce, of the moon and of other 
heavenly bodies proclaimed in 

1967, the non-proliferation of 
nuclear weapons initialled in 

1968, the demilitarisation of 
the seabed (February 1971), 
the convention on bacteriologi- 
cal weapons and toxins (April 
1972), the U^.-Soviet agree- 
ment limiting underground nu- 
clear tests to 150 kilotons and 
the ban on meteorological war- 
fare now being ratified. 

All these decisions, obser- 
vers believed, were aimed at 
consolidating the monopoly of 
the two superpowers, the Uni- 
ted States and the Soviet Un- 
ion, because they prevented 


other countries from carrying 
out the necessary experiments 
to acquire similar weapons. 

The French government has 
refused to take part fa the 
Geneva negotiations for this re- 
ason and carried out the deve- 
lopment of its own atomic we- 
apon. 


China, which is not a mem- 
ber of the conference, is also 
carrying out its own nuclear 
experiments. 

Observers said it was un- 


likely that the real aim ‘o# -tfj . 
conference -- a reducrion : 7 ■ 
existing weaponry- particub 
Iy nuclear arms, which woe - 
break through the monopoly ' ■ 
the two superpowers -- wbs 
be studied any more, seriate ' • 
in the future than fa. the pa 
It is significant that milita 
spending in the 31 member iy 
untries has practically tripFi£;/ f j 
since the start of the can, ' 4 
rence - - it has increased fix 
$120,000 million fa 1963 - V- - 
$350,000 million in 1977. ' 


MINOR VEHICLE SUPERVISOR 
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WANTED 


To operate and dispatch vehicles assigned 
for hospital use ; to supervise servicing 
and, within hospital capabili- 

ties J to arrange for maintenance beyond 
hospital capabilities ; and to schedule 
24-hour ambulance service. 


Qualifications : One year’s, experience 
as a motor vehicle dispatcher or . 
motor pool supervisor. 

Mease call tel. 61121, or 61122, or apply 
In person to the Grand Palace Hotel. 


LA CHAISE DOR 


M USCAT, March 16 (R). — 
Sudanese President Jaafar 


Nimeiri, on the second day of 
his state visit to Oman, today 
had talks with Sultan Qaboos 
ton Said. Informed sources said 
discussions covered bilateral 
relations and Arab and interna- 
tional questions. 


HAIRDRESSER FOR LADIES & GENTLEMEN 

The experts in hair treatment and haircuts. 


Mr. ADEL ZAHR for men. 


JJOSCOW, March 16 (R). — 

n Turkish Fnreien Miniotur 


cent), West Germany (up -21 per cent), France (up 19 per cent) 
and the Soviet Union (down 6 per cent). 


Turkish Foreign Minister 
Ihsan Sabri Caglayangil flew 
from Moscow to Leningrad to- 
day for two days of sightsee- 
ing fa Russia's second-largest 
city. Mr. Caglayangil yesterday 
concluded political discussions 
here with his Soviet counter- 
part, Mr. Andrei Gromyko. He 
is expected to return to Ankara 
direct from Leningrad on Fri- 
day morning, Turkish sources 
said. 





Mrs. RIMA. ABOUHAMDAN 
Mr. RAIMON SAMAAN 
for women. 
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